Burdick named outstanding
researcher of the year

l | & Fish and Wildlife Service Biclogist
Bob Burdick iz the Upper Colorade
Fiver Endangered Fish ERecowvery

Program’s Chastanding Fesearcher of the Year

Bob has worked with the endangered Colorade

Biver fishes for his entire 30-year career After

ECHOLES BAK B0 =57

caming a graduate degree in Wildlifs Science
from TTtah State University, Bob became cne
of the first biologists with the Colorado Biver
Fishery Project (CBEFF) in Vernal, Utah, where
his work included sirveying fish populations in
425 miles of the Green and Yampa rvers.

In 1922, BEob wansferred to the Grand
Tuncticn, Colo., CEFP office where he iz a senicr
staff fish biclogist. He is actvely imvolved with
conducting and evaluating nonnative fish management actions in more than 110
miles of the Upper Colorado and Lower Gunnison rivers. Bob oversess operation
of fish passages on the Colorads and Gunnison rivers. He alse ensures that all
staticn feld equipment is maintained, including electrefishing boats and rafts.

“Bob's research contributions are extensive,” said Pat Martinez, Colorads
Division of Wildlife biclogist and past researcher of the year, who presentsd
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the award at the annual Upper Basin Eesearchers meeting in Grand Tuncticn
in Janmary. “Bob performed the inidal evaluation to determine the feasibility of
using PIT tags to mark endangered fishes, validated miniroam streamn flows for
the Levwer Gurmison Biver, and developed a stocking plan for razerback sucker in
the Upper Colorado and Gunnison rivers. He asssssed post-stocking survival and
distributicn for hatchery-raised razorback sucker, arveyed fish populations in the
Funnison Biver and conducted a flocdplain and bottomlands inventeory of the
Upper Colorado and Gunnison rivers. He also presented and published a surgical
procedurs to implant fish with radio fransmitters at the International Symposium
on Bictelemetry.

“Bob is a geathead, a jack-of-all trades, with the mechanical aptitude to
Frocurs, maintain and deploy equipment,” Pat said. “He's the go-to guy for
emergencies, Iepairs, spare parts, or for ressarch.”

Bob expressed deep appreciation for the award. “This award is a validaticn
that my participation, invelvement and contributions toward protecting these four
big-river fishes are appreciated and have been worthwhile™ he said. “T do net
exactly see myself as a e researcher but more of a hip boots and waders type of
biclogist. When I think of the past award recipients, I am honored and exremely
plzazed that you belisve my contributions deserve recognidon along with theirs.
These native fishes need devoted advocates like yourselves if they stand a chance
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of surviving.



