Aquatic ecologist named
outstanding researcher

ichard “Fich™Valdez, an aquat-
Ric ecologist and private con-
ultant from Logan, Utah, is

thiz year’s recpient of the Upper
Colorade  Biver Endangersd Fish
Becovery  Programs Outstanding
Besearcher of the Tear MAward
Becovery Program Director Bob Muth
presented the award at the Upper Bazin
Besearchers Meeting last January:

“TI've known and worked with
Bich for many years and have always
bren impressed with his knowledge
and deep commitment 1o the study of
native fishes in rivers of the American
Southowest,” Bob said. "He can always
be conmied on for level-headed scien-
tific perspectives on complex, and
often controversial izsues.”

Rich is a centified fisheties profes-
sional with the American Fisheries
Society. He has over 30 years of experi-
ence working with the fishes of
western Merth America. He has studied
fishes in the mainland and islnds of
Alaska, and in strearns and rivers in the
American Southwest and in Canada.
He alzz has conductsd work on several
Western  lakes including  Flaming
Forge and Mavaje reservoirs, and Lake
Pereell and Laks Mead.

RECOWERY FRIS3RAM DIRECTCE BOEM UTH, LEFT, FRESENTS
RICH WALDEZ "1 TH THE C:UT STAHDING RESEA RCHEROF THE
YEAR AVARD.

Rich is one of the principle
authors of the Recovery Program's
recently completed rocvery goals for
the endangered Celorade Biver fishes
s Mews and Updates on page 3. He also is
a lead biclogist for the recovery of the
humpback chub, puting to use his
extensive kmowledge of that speces
developed during years of ressarch.

Rich has authored more than 50
peer-reviewsd publications and spedal
reports on Western Morth America fish
He is co-editor of the book, The [596
Controllad Flood in Grand Campon, and a
contributing writer for the bock, Wter
Earth, and Sky:The Colomdo River Besin, ==



