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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Decline of endangered razorback sucker Xyrauchen texanus has been attributed to
alterations of physical habitat and negative effects of introduced fishes. In the Upper Colorado
River Basin, stream flow reduction due to storage of spring runoff in reservoirs, and effects of
channelization and levees reduces frequency and duration of flood plain inundation. Flood plain
wetlands, particularly in the Green River Basin, are thought to have great value as rearing areas
for razorback sucker larvae because they are low-velocity, relatively warm, and food-rich during
spring runoff when main channel rearing habitat is minimal. A decrease in warm, food-rich
flood plain areas may limit recruitment of razorback sucker and is thought an obstacle to
recovery of this endangered species. This report summarizes previous research to: describe the
reproductive ecology of razorback sucker in the middle Green River; evaluate uncertainties
related to the utility of flood plain wetlands for rearing early life stages of razorback suckers; and
understand effects of timing and magnitude of discharge patterns of the Green and Yampa rivers
on razorback sucker recruitment. Results will be useful to evaluate effectiveness of existing flow
and temperature recommendations, and will identify possible strategies to enhance
recommendations for flood plain wetland habitat management and for conservation and recovery
of razorback sucker in the middle Green River, Utah.

Based on light trap sampling results, razorback suckers reproduced every year in the
middle Green River from 1992-2009 and in the lower Green River from 1993-1999, and 2008-
2009, the only years sampling occurred there. Abundance of razorback sucker larvae declined in
the middle Green River from 1993-1994, until 1999, concurrent with abundance of wild adult
razorback suckers. Abundance of razorback sucker larvae increased in the middle Green River
perhaps beginning around 2000 and certainly after 2004, coincident with establishment of larger
populations of stocked razorback suckers, indicating successful acclimation and reestablishment
of some adults. Timing of spawning, hatching, and emergence of razorback suckers in the lower
and middle Green River has close associations with water temperature; timing of first occurrence
of razorback sucker larvae captured in light traps in the lower Green River was typically before
peak flows because warmer water temperatures there promoted earlier reproduction. Timing of
first occurrence of razorback sucker larvae captured in light traps in the middle Green River was
typically coincident with peak flows because water temperatures were cooler and promoted later
reproduction.

We used recaptures of marked razorback sucker larvae released into the Green River to
further evaluate ecology of early life history stages of razorback suckers. Recapture rates of
marked razorback sucker larvae were similar across most release occasions and indicated rapid
downstream dispersal of larvae. Larvae were able to rapidly colonize quiet, nearshore areas
adjacent to flood plain wetlands, many were recaptured well downstream from release locations,
and their broad spatial distribution suggested that provision of mosaic of wetland habitat
downstream of spawning areas was important.



Surface area of flood plain wetlands increased as flow levels in the middle Green River
increased after thresholds of inundation for breaches were reached. Entrainment rates of water
(assumed proportional to entrainment rates of razorback sucker larvae for flow-through and
single breach wetlands) for four flow-through wetlands increased exponentially at higher Green
River flows and entrainment rates of flow-through wetlands were approximately 7x that of
single-breach wetlands. Entrainment rates of water for single-breach wetlands increased at
higher Green River flows; the nature of the entrainment rate-flow relationship was uncertain but
area and volume of entrainment into flood plain wetlands increased substantially at flows > 450
m?*/sec and then again at flows > 625 m®/sec. Short-term fluctuations (e.g., daily snowmelt
pulses) fluctuations were substantial in many years and are important because such events cause
water to flow into (and out of) flood plain wetlands and may entrain fish larvae; such fluctuations
are responsible for a large proportion of total flow entrainment into single-breach wetlands.
Entrainment rates of single-breach wetlands were approximately 12% of that for flow-through
wetlands, in spite of much greater wetland numbers and total surface area, because exchange
rates were lower. The reduced exchange rates do not diminish their importance because of their
large size and enhanced overwintering capacity. Some flood plain wetlands, including single
breach and flow through types, may be incapable of supporting longer-term survival of entrained
razorback suckers because of low overwinter survival or contaminants; those deficiencies need to
be remedied if such wetlands continue to be a central part of the recovery process for razorback
suckers. Flows sufficient to connect wetlands to the river to allow escapement of age-1 +
razorback suckers that did overwinter are also important. Sedimentation of breaches via bedload
transport can be substantial and increase the level of Green River flows required for inundation;
effects of suspended sediment were less clear but could be substantial especially in flow-through
wetlands.

Middle Green River flow peaks and timing of occurrence of razorback sucker larvae were
only partially overlapping. This was, in part, because releases in spring that were designed to
enhance flood plain-river connections, and based on snowmelt forecasts, usually occurred before
first appearance of the razorback sucker larvae. Thus, first occurrence of razorback sucker larvae
may be a better trigger to signal release of Flaming Gorge flows.

Simulations of flow and entrainment rates showed that even at average flow levels, the
volume of water entrained into flood plain wetlands when razorback sucker larvae were present
was low and constituted only a few hours of Green River flow per year in all wetland types.
Simulations also showed that flow regimes since 1992 resulted, on average, in only about 50% of
the number of days of flood plain inundation at the two lowest flow levels tested and only 25%
of the number of days at the higher flow level tested compared to the unregulated condition; the
higher flow was only the equivalent of the Average hydrologic condition called for in the Flow
Recommendations for Flaming Gorge Dam. Longer duration and especially, higher magnitude
flows, timed to occur when razorback sucker larvae were present, may be minimally sufficient
conditions to enhance recruitment of razorback suckers in the middle Green River, Utah.



We make a number of recommendations based on the findings of this study which are
listed below:

. Continue to develop information on early life history ecology of razorback sucker
in the Green River Basin, consistent with that being collected under Project 22f. A
related investigation may be to better understand the role of altered spring thermal
ecology of the Green River, induced by Flaming Gorge Dam operations, on timing of
spawning, development of embryos, and emergence of razorback sucker larvae, as well
as the potential effects on spawning of non-native fishes.

» Expand sampling in the lower Green River, at least consistent with that which occurred in
2009 and 2010. Additional information on timing of spawning, hatching, and emergence
of larvae using otolith analyses may be appropriate. A better understanding of habitat use
and survival of razorback sucker larvae in the lower Green River may also be useful.
This may be especially important if timing of releases from Flaming Gorge Dam, or flow
magnitude or duration, is altered.

» Continue studies which evaluate utility of various flood plain wetlands as recruitment
habitat for early life history stages of razorback sucker. Important aspects include better
understanding of colonization/entrainment rates of larvae into single-breach wetlands,
which could be accomplished experimentally using small batches of marked larvae, in
conjunction with present sampling. Utility of terrace-type wetlands as temporary habitat
for razorback sucker larvae should also be assessed. Breach and wetland monitoring
should also be conducted to ascertain whether sedimentation is a substantial problem.

» Continue studies which evaluate utility of various flood plain wetlands as overwinter
habitat for young razorback sucker, and develop plans to enhance fish overwintering
capability of key wetlands. One specific aspect is to investigate utility of outlet gate(s)
to maintain water levels in flow-through wetlands.

» Consider utility and feasibility of scheduling filling of specific gated wetlands of any type
to fill with Green River water only when high densities of razorback sucker larvae are
present, timing for which could be based on ongoing real-time sampling information.

» Develop a simple population dynamics tool to assist with modeling entrainment and
survival rates of early life stages of razorback suckers in various flood plain wetlands.
Variables to model could include temporal dynamics of occurrence of larvae (including
seasonal density distribution), Green River flow levels, entrainment rates into flood plain
wetlands, individual attributes of larvae relative to growth and survival, presence/absence
of existing fish communities and predation rates, and attributes of individual flood plain
wetlands.

* Implement a schedule of altered timing of flow releases from Flaming Gorge Dam to
coincide more closely with presence of razorback sucker larvae, or perhaps, presence of
abundant larvae, in the middle Green River. Reliable real-time monitoring is already in
place to guide timing of releases. In lieu of that, develop relationships based on physical



attributes, mostly water temperature and time of year, which would predict timing of
emergence of razorback sucker larvae.

* Investigate the feasibility of increased magnitude and duration of spring flow releases
from Flaming Gorge Dam, after razorback sucker larvae are present, to maintain
connections with flood plain wetlands and increase entrainment rates. Corollary to that,
it may be possible to save water in Flaming Gorge Reservoir in some lower flow years, to
release in other higher flow years to sustain river-wetland connections. Flow releases
that simulate unregulated conditions should be used for a realistic test of effectiveness of
increased flows to enhance recruitment. Subsequent effects on base flow levels, among
other things, will also need to be considered.

Implementation of some or all of these recommendations may assist with recovery of razorback
sucker in the Green River.
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INTRODUCTION

Endangered razorback sucker Xyrauchen texanus was once widespread and abundant
throughout the Colorado River Basin but is now rare (McAda and Wydoski 1980; Minckley
1983; Bestgen 1990; Minckley et al. 1991; U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service 2002).
Concentrations occur in lakes Mohave and Mead, Arizona and Nevada, and in the upper
Colorado and Green rivers, Utah and Colorado, as stocked hatchery fish but elsewhere occur
only as scattered wild or hatchery-origin individuals (Minckley 1983; Tyus 1987; Bestgen 1990;
Minckley et al. 1991; Modde et al. 1996; Holden et al. 2001; Albrecht et al. 2008; Zelasko 2008;
Zelasko et al. 2009; 2010; 2011). Wild fish in Lake Mohave have declined in abundance to
about 4,000 individuals in 2001 but has declined to only 24 fish (Minckley et al. 1991; Marsh
1994; Marsh et al. 2003; Kesner et al. 2010). An active population replacement program is
ongoing in Lake Mohave with mixed results, as stocked fish have relatively low survival (Marsh
et al. 2003; 2005; Kesner et al. 2010). Wild populations of razorback suckers are dominated by
large, old individuals, and recruitment rates in most localities are thought low or non-existent;
the Lake Mead population apparently has ongoing recruitment (Minckley 1983; Minckley et al.
1991; Tyus 1987; Gutermuth et al. 1994; Modde et al. 1996; Holden et al. 2001; Bestgen et al.
2002; Marsh et al. 2005; Albrecht et al. 2008). In the Upper Colorado River Basin, wild fish
were extirpated from the San Juan River but stocked hatchery fish are surviving and reproducing
annually (Platania et al. 1991; Brandenburg and Farrington 2009; Bestgen et al. 2009). Wild
razorback suckers in the Upper Colorado River were thought extirpated many years ago (Bestgen
1990). Abundance of wild adult Green River razorback suckers was estimated at about 300 to

950 during the 1980 to 1992 period (Lanigan and Tyus 1989; Modde et al. 1996) but declined to



less than about 100 fish by 2000 and that population was likely extirpated soon after (Bestgen et
al. 2002). Survival of relatively large hatchery-reared razorback suckers released into the Green
and Colorado rivers has bolstered populations and some are now reproducing (Zelasko 2008;
Osmundson and Seal 2009; Zelasko et al. 2009; Zelasko et al. 2010, this report).

Decline of wild razorback suckers has been attributed to alterations of physical habitat
and negative effects of introduced fishes. Mainstem dams alter flow patterns, water temperature,
and sediment loads and also serve as barriers to upstream fish movement (Carlson and Muth
1989). In the Upper Colorado River Basin, flow reduction due to storage of spring runoff, and
effects of channelization and levees reduce frequency and duration of flood plain inundation. A
decrease in warm, food-rich flood plain wetlands, which are likely important as rearing and
resting habitat in spring for early life and adult stages of razorback suckers, may limit
recruitment (Modde et al. 1996; Wydoski and Wick 1998; Modde et al. 2001; Bestgen 2008).
Predation on early life stages of razorback suckers, combined with slow growth, is also thought a
primary factor limiting recruitment (Minckley et al. 1991).

Flood plain wetlands are thought to have great value as rearing areas for razorback sucker
larvae because they are low-velocity, relatively warm, and food-rich (Modde et al. 2001; Birchell
et al 2002; 2004; Christopherson et al. 2004; Brunson and Christopherson 2005; Modde and
Haines 2005). This is in contrast to habitat in the mainstem Green River during spring peak or
post-peak runoff, which is generally high velocity, cold, and low in food resources for early life
stages of fishes. Thus, a main thesis for the flood plain wetland management plan in the Green
River is that wetlands are a critical element of rearing habitat for early life stages of razorback
sucker and may be limiting recruitment. This thesis was supported by the finding of adult and

early life stages of razorback suckers, including juveniles, in flood plain wetlands when few
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other early life stages were evident at any time in main channels of the Upper Colorado River
Basin (Taba et al. 1965; Bestgen 1990; Tyus and Karp 1991; Modde et al. 1996; Modde et al.
2001).

Two main management actions initiated by the Upper Colorado River Basin Endangered
Fishes Recovery Program (Program) were responsive to the need to increase flood plain wetland
habitat availability for early life stages of razorback sucker. The first was a program to identify
key flood plain wetlands of the Upper Colorado River Basin (Irving and Burdick 1995; Valdez
and Nelson 2004). High quality wetlands (e.g. depression wetlands) downstream of known or
suspected razorback sucker spawning areas in the middle Green River, Razorback Bar (RKM
500.9) and Escalante Spawning Bar (RKM 494.8), were high priority areas for management
because those may enhance entrainment of drifting larvae into flood plain wetlands (Modde et al.
1996, 2001; Muth et al. 1998; 2000, Bestgen et al. 2002; VValdez and Nelson 2004). Upon
identifying high priority flood plain areas, efforts were made to increase river connection and
functioning of flood plain habitats via removal or breaching of levees (Birchell et al. 2002).
Eight flood plain levees were breached in 1997 and 1998.

A second main management action to increase flood plain wetland habitat availability for
early life stages of razorback sucker was to implement flow recommendations to enhance river-
flood plain connections in the Middle Green River, Utah (Muth et al. 2000). This was needed
because spring discharge levels of the Green River have been reduced due to storage of flows in
Flaming Gorge Reservoir. Specifically, recommendations implemented were designed to match
spring peak and immediate post-peak flow of the mostly unregulated Yampa River with releases
from Flaming Gorge Dam, to increase the frequency and duration of flood plain wetland

connections. Recommendations sought to increase those connections mainly in average,
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moderately wet, or wet hydrologic conditions (Muth et al. 2000) because flows in moderately dry
or dry years were usually insufficient to achieve substantial river-flood plain connections.

Flow recommendations for the Green River downstream of Flaming Gorge Dam listed
uncertainties regarding the response of native fishes to certain flow and temperature regimes
(Muth et al. 2000). Because provision of flood plain habitat to benefit native fishes was mainly
an hypothesis, research and monitoring is ongoing to test that hypothesis. Recommendations in
average hydrologic conditions, which occur on average in about 4 of every 10 years (40% of the
time), call for flows in Reach 2 of the middle Green River near Jensen, Utah, to reach > 527
m?®/sec (18,600 ft*/sec) in 1 of 2 average flow years, and that flow should be maintained for at
least 2 weeks in 1 of every 4 years. No recommendations were made for the upper limit of any
peak flow under any hydrologic condition because a greater extent of flood plain inundation was
viewed as beneficial to native fishes. The average hydrologic condition recommendations were
questioned mainly because lowering or removal of levees may enhance riverine connections
sufficiently without the need for Flaming Gorge Dam flows of the magnitude or duration
forwarded in recommendations (Hayse et al. 2005, see Appendix |11 for an evaluation of those
alternative flow patterns).

Information to guide management of Green River flood plain wetlands for razorback
sucker recruitment is extensive but a single synthesis of that information does not exist. The
following sections of this report present new data and build on a host of previous research, to
evaluate uncertainties related to the utility of flood plain wetlands for rearing, timing and
magnitude of discharge patterns of the Green and Yampa rivers, and the reproductive ecology of
razorback sucker in the middle Green River. A first main source of information was light trap

sampling monitoring data collected in the middle Green River since 1992 (Recovery Program

12



Project 22f), which describes seasonal reproduction patterns and annual reproductive success of
razorback sucker. Reporting of those results, which was originally conceived as a separate
report, was combined with objectives of the flood plain synthesis project (Floodplain Inundation
and Entrainment Studies), to aid understanding by the reader and further a true synthesis of
available information.

The Funding Opportunity Announcement for this flood plain synthesis study, which was
a product of the Green River Study Plan (Green River Study Plan ad hoc Committee, 2007),
listed eight specific hypotheses or information needs (see also Appendix 1), which are

summarized below.

Information need 1. Flow and stage at which floodplains with levee breaches become
sufficiently inundated to provide nursery habitat for razorback suckers.

Information need 2. Frequency of flood plain inundation relative to the hydrologic cycle.

Information need 3. Area, depth, volume, and persistence of floodplain depression habitat after
peak flows recede and relationship with peak flow magnitude.

Information need 4. Rates of sediment deposition and erosion in breaches and floodplains.

Information need 5. Entrainment and retention of larvae in floodplain nursery habitats as a
function of physical characteristics and timing of drift.

Information need 6. Temporal relationships between drifting larvae and hydrology during the
runoff period with a focus on the peak flow characteristics needed to entrain larvae.

Information need 7. The area of terrace and depression floodplains inundated at different

flows.
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Information need 8. What is the optimal combination of flow magnitude and duration to
maximize entrainment of razorback sucker larvae.

To fill those information needs to the fullest extent possible, we used data gathered and

synthesized from available literature and technical reports, and original field sampling data.

Report results will be useful to evaluate effectiveness of existing flow and temperature

recommendations, and will identify possible strategies to enhance of those recommendations for

flood plain wetland habitat management and for conservation and recovery of razorback sucker

in the middle Green River, Utah.
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STUDY AREA

The main study area was the Green River from the confluence of the Yampa River
downstream to the confluence with the Colorado River, with a particular focus on the low-
gradient middle Green River section, from just upstream of Jensen, Utah, downstream to near the
White River confluence (Figure 1). In valley reaches such as the Study Area, channel gradient

was low, substrate was mostly sand, and the flood plain was relatively broad.

METHODS

Fish sampling.—Much of the original fish data used in preparation of this report was
derived from sampling early life stages of razorback sucker in the middle Green River. Portions
of those data were reported in Muth et al. (1998; 2000) and Bestgen et al. (2002), for data
collected through 1999, and since then, in annual project reports for Recovery Program Project
22f. Another main source of fish sampling data for this study was gathered during a flood plain
entrainment study (Hedrick et al. 2009). Light traps were used as the primary sampling gear for
fish larvae because Muth et al. (1998) demonstrated that gear was the most effective means of
sampling early life stages of razorback suckers from low-velocity areas. Since 1996, light-trap
sampling for early life stages of razorback suckers occurred mostly in the middle Green River
reach, where we will focus our efforts for this report. Sampling for early life stages of razorback
suckers also occurred in the lower Green River from 1997-1999, and that sampling resumed with
a low level of effort in 2008 and a higher level of effort in 2009 and 2010. Light-trap sampling

localities for the middle and lower Green River reaches are presented in Results. Only a few
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samples were collected in the lower Yampa River (1996 and 1998), with the exception of drift
net sampling conducted each year in the Yampa and Green rivers in Echo Park, mostly in late
spring and summer with a goal to understand timing and success of reproduction by Colorado
pikeminnow Ptychocheilus lucius. Sampling in the middle Green River occurred in three main
reaches but was concentrated near the Escalante (now Thunder) Ranch spawning area (e.g., Cliff
Creek) in most years, and near downstream Old Charlie Wash and Ouray National Wildlife
Refuge (e.g., Greasewood Corral). In recent years, additional sampling sites in the middle
portion of the reach (e.g., Baser Wash) have also been used. In general, sampling became more
focused on areas where suitable low-velocity habitat was available each year and throughout the
season regardless of flow level. Because of this need for consistency, sampling with light traps
in flood plain wetlands, which are not always available, was not conducted. Instead, sampling in
those places was conducted under separate studies (e.g., sampling in Old Charley Wash by
Modde 1996; Modde et al. 2001). Light-trap sampling effort at individual sites or reaches varied
among seasons and years due to differences in flow level and availability of suitable sampling
areas so effort by sites was not reported. Cliff Creek has been sampled in a reasonably consistent
manner each year and results from that site, along with patterns from the entire reach, may offer
some insights into longer-term trends in reproduction and abundance of razorback sucker larvae.
In each sampling area, 1 to 10 light traps were set at dusk and were emptied prior to dawn
each sampling day. Light traps were described by Muth et al. (1998). In the middle Green
River, light-traps were usually set twice per week after catostomid larvae were first detected and
sampling continued until few or no additional larvae were captured, usually by mid to late June,
but sometimes as late as mid-July (e.g., 2009) in years when runoff was relatively late and water

was cool. Samples other than those for brood stock collected in 1999 were examined in the
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laboratory to provide real time information on presence of razorback sucker larvae in the system
by one of us (GBH), and specimens were preserved in ethanol for later verification by the LFL.
Recaptures of marked razorback sucker larvae, 2004-2006.—During the flood plain
wetland entrainment study (Hedrick et al. 2009), razorback sucker larvae were marked via
immersion in a solution of tetracycline hydrochloride (TC, 350 mg/L) for four to five hours, a
time sufficient to mark otoliths at those concentrations (Muth and Meismer 1995). A few (about
10) larvae were preserved in 100% ethanol just post-marking and then again two to three days
later to ensure that fish were adequately marked. Examination of otoliths of fish immersed in the
TC solution showed that 100% of fish were marked and marks were bright yellow and clear
(Muth and Bestgen 1991). Marked larvae were released in each of three years, 2004, 2005, and
2006 (Table 1). In 2004, a single relatively small batch of larvae was released on 26 May just
downstream of Razorback Bar (RK 500.9). In 2005, three batches of larvae were released, one
on 20 May (n = 104,000), one on 24 May (n = 94,500) and the final one on 31 May (n =
395,500), and fish were marked so that individuals from each batch could be identified. The first
batch had a single mark following standard immersion procedures just after swimup. The second
batch was double-marked by conducting the standard marking at eight days post-hatch, followed
by another mark application at 11 days post-hatch. The three-day interval between marking was
sufficient to allow for the marks to be spatially well-separated (not overlapping) on the otolith.
The third batch was marked with a single mark following standard procedures. The two batches
of single-marked fish, one early and one late, could be differentiated after capture in light traps
because the most recently hatched and released group had a relatively small otolith with the mark
close to the outside of the otolith. Conversely, the earliest batch of fish could be differentiated

because the otolith (and fish, in some cases) was relatively large, the mark was well-contained
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within and nearer the core of the otolith, and in some cases, daily ring counts were greater than
the age of fish in the last batch of larvae released. In 2005, larvae were released at each time
from each of two locations, Razorback Bar (larvae follow river right, which is north or west
bank) and Escalante Bar (river left, larvae follow south or east bank, Hedrick et al. 2009). Three
batches of single-marked larvae were released just upstream of the Thunder Ranch wetland in
2006, one on 21 May (n = 175,500), one on 23 May (n = 125,000) and the final one on 24 May
(n = 225,000); determining the release batches of recaptured larvae was not possible due to the
brief interval between releases. Sucker larvae were preserved in 100% ethanol, otoliths were
removed and mounted on microscope slides, observed under a compound microscope equipped
with UV illumination, and presence of a mark was noted to differentiate marked hatchery-
produced razorback sucker larvae from wild-produced larvae. All fish captured and reported
here are from light trap samples collected throughout the middle Green River, Utah. In order to
determine if razorback sucker larvae captured in 2005-2006 were wild or hatchery-released fish,
we examined all larvae captured for presence of tetracycline marks. For 2004 samples when the
number of razorback suckers collected was high, we subsampled a few light trap samples of
razorback sucker larvae that were collected after release of marked fish. We found that all but 1
of 47 marked fish captured that year was in samples collected 36 to 44 hr after release on 26
May; the single other larva was captured on 1 June. A total of 218 razorback sucker larvae was
captured on 28 May (light traps set on the evening of 27 May), 217 were captured at Wyasket
Bottom; 1 was from nearby Leota), and 65 larvae were examined for marks. A total of 49 of 65
larvae (75%) were marked, so up to 114 additional larvae (0.75 x [217-65] = 114) from samples
collected on 28 May (traps set on 27 May, pulled on 28 May) may be marked and not wild fish.

We did not remove these from total fish numbers captured because the total was large overall (n
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=1,047). Of 165 razorback sucker larvae captured on 27 May (traps set the evening of 26 May)
at Wyasket Bottom and Leota in light traps set 10 to 18 hr after release of marked larvae, no
marked fish were found among the 29 examined. That gave us confidence that few marked
larvae were available for capture other than on 28 May in 2004.

Data analysis, larvae.—We present capture data for all species and also catch per unit
effort (CPUE) for three native catostomids, razorback sucker, flannelmouth sucker Catostomus
latipinnis, and bluehead sucker Catostomus discobolus. We also used data from 1992-1996
presented by Muth et al. (1998) to obtain a longer data series so that we could evaluate trends in
capture rates. The CPUE analyses were number of fish captured per night of light trapping;
average trap sampling time per night was about 8.5 hours. Total annual sampling effort was
based on samples collected only after the first sucker larvae was captured each year.

Capture dates of razorback sucker larvae were used to reconstruct timing and duration of
hatching of embryos and reproduction by adults in relation to flow and water temperature
regimes. This approach follows Muth et al. (1998) for fish captured from 1992-1996, except
they used otolith increments to estimate hatching dates and growth rates of some larvae (Bundy
and Bestgen 2001). We revised that analysis slightly and used all larvae, including those not
aged, and back-calculated hatching dates for fish captured from 1992 to 1999. We subtracted
length of larvae at capture from average length at hatching (8.0 mm TL) and divided the
difference by 0.3 mm, the average daily growth rate of wild larvae observed by Muth et al.
(1998), to obtain days post-hatch for each larva. Subtracting age in days from capture date
allowed calculation of hatching date. After 1999, we used year-specific growth rates (0.17 —
0.27 mm TL/day) to estimate timing of hatching and spawning, which were obtained by counting

daily increments in otoliths from a sample of the fish captured in any given year. The result of
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otolith aging was an estimate of the number of days since hatching, which was subtracted from
the capture date to obtain hatching date. Time of embryo fertilization (spawning) was estimated
by subtracting temperature-dependent times of incubation from hatching dates; incubation times
for fertilized embryos reared at water temperatures of 10-20°C were estimated from data

presented by Bozek et al. (1990) by the negative exponential function:

y = 1440.3¢ 1%

where y = incubation time in days and x = water temperature in degrees °C (Figure 2). The
equation fit to the data was relatively high at r* = 0.96. Water temperatures during the presumed
period of incubation were estimated from water temperature data gathered at the USGS gauge
near Jensen, Utah (09261000), or unpublished Recovery Program data from that same site.
Dates of incubation, hatching, and capture were compared to flow and temperature regimes
gathered from U.S. Geological Survey gauges or other sources (pers. comm., G. Smith, U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, Denver, CO). Temperature data were average daily or instantaneous
readings. Winter and early spring water temperatures (through mid-April) for the middle Green
River gauge at Jensen, Utah, were not available in 1998 and 1999 but were estimated from the
average of daily readings collected from 1980 to 1997. The information and discussion provided
by the analyses described above will fulfill reporting requirements for project 22f, and also add
to information needed to fulfill requests under Floodplain Inundation and Entrainment scope of
work (Floodplain Inundation; FR-FP Synthesis).

The information needs identified in the Request for Proposals indentified specific areas of

investigation which are summarized below. Some of the techniques and methods used to address
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questions overlap among the various information needs and we will provide clues about elements
that are being addressed as we proceed through Methods.

Flood plain wetland connectivity, area, and entrainment.—This general topic area
minimally encompasses information needs 1 and 7.
Information need 1. Flow and stage at which floodplains with levee breaches become
sufficiently inundated to provide nursery habitat for razorback suckers; and
Information need 7, The area of terrace and depression floodplains inundated at different flows.

Information to understand flow and river stage needed to inundate levee breaches and
their respective flood plain was contained in a number of sources and was based mostly on
observations gathered in the field or on measured breach elevations from surveys relative to river
elevations at various flow stages (FLO Engineering 1993; 1996; 1997; 1999; Muth et al. 2000;
Valdez and Nelson 2004; Tetra Tech 2005; Argonne National Laboratory 2006; Hedrick et al.
2009; observations of investigators). Variation in breach inundation level (e.g., Hedrick et al.
2009) across years was also reported and will be discussed in relation to sedimentation and
investigator techniques and potential error. Some wetlands had no specific data regarding flow
levels needed for inundation. In that case we sometimes relied on sequential aerial photographs
collected at increasing flow levels in 2005, which showed a stable amount of flood plain wetland
area for individual habitat areas with increasing flow level followed by a sudden increase in
flooded area, indicating breach inundation and wetland filling (Argonne National Laboratory
2006). That information was used to estimate breach inundation level, and wetland area at
various flow levels. The unpublished report that made available aerial photographs reported
flood plain area for 15 flood plain wetlands at flows levels of 249, 406, 455, 528, and 247

m?®/sec, as measured at the Green River, Jensen, Utah gauge, on 13, 21, 22, and 23 May, and 29
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June 2005, respectively. Those wetlands are the main focus of the Green River flood plain
management plan and will also be the focus of this report (Valdez and Nelson 2004). Methods
for interpolation of aerial photographs are reported in the unpublished report by Nesta (2008,
Argonne National Laboratory). For flood plain areas located upstream of Ashley Creek
(Thunder Ranch, Stewart Lake), flow levels at inundation were the Jensen gauge flow levels.
For flood plain areas located downstream of Ashley Creek (Bonanza Bridge, Horseshoe Bend,
The Stirrup, Baeser Bend [we assumed this site was still breached to allow lower river access],
Above Brennan, Johnson Bottom, Leota Wetlands, Sheppard Bottom, Old Charley Wash, and
Lamb Property), we added the sometimes substantial flows of Ashley Creek in 2005, measured
from the prior day to measured Green River flow at Jensen to account for transit time, to yield
Green River flow levels in downstream reaches. Wetlands “IMC” and Sportman’s Lake were
not included in calculations because flow levels to effect inundation were poorly understood and
the latter is controlled by mechanical gates. Flow levels and inundation thresholds at other
wetlands (e.g., Stewart Lake, Leota, Old Charley) were also under the control of other entities at
certain flow levels so we used observations of investigators and landowner contacts to make the
best determinations of inundation flow levels. Other wetlands that may be present in the middle
Green River were not included in assessments here because they were not among those listed in
the Green River flood plain management plan and because there was no information available
regarding inundation thresholds and area flooded at various flow levels.

We used data for each flood plain wetland area at various Green River flow levels
(adjusted for effects of Ashley Creek) reported in the unpublished aerial photography report to fit
regression functions to allow prediction of wetland area at a variety of flow levels within the

range of streamflow levels observed (Appendix I1). These relationships were used to estimate
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wetland area as a function of flow stage (e.g., Table 15), using Green River flows at the Jensen
USGS gauge if wetlands were upstream of Ashley Creek or the Jensen Gauge flows plus Ashley
Creek if the wetlands were downstream of Ashley Creek. For those wetlands downstream of
Ashley Creek, flows from the day prior to wetland area observations were used to account for
transit time to the Ouray National Wildlife Refuge, where most wetlands in that reach were
located. For flows < 623 m®/sec, surface areas were predictions from regression relationships of
area as a function of river stage. Area of flow-through wetlands was assumed to stabilize at
flows >623 m®/sec because no data were available to estimate their area; thus, those high flow
estimates are likely conservative. Area of single breach wetlands at higher flows (>623 m?/sec)
were from observations or field measurements. Actual timing of inundation and duration of
connections were adjusted based on the streamflow level needed to inundate wetland breaches.
A main goal of these analyses was to estimate the timing of inundation, duration of
connections, and the amount of water flow that passed into or through each wetland during each
hydrologic year in the period 1992-2008. We used streamflow into wetlands as a surrogate for
estimates of entrainment of larvae because there is a strong relationship between amount of water
entrained into a wetland, and the number of buoyant beads, and presumably razorback sucker
larvae available for entrainment. This was based on Hedrick et al. (2009), who used marked
razorback sucker larvae, semi-buoyant beads, and flow measurements to estimate entrainment
rates into flood plain wetlands as a function of river flows. Entrainment rates of water into
wetlands were also useful as a metric of larvae entrainment because abundance of larvae varied
dramatically and unpredictably within and among years over the 1992-2008 study period (data

below). Actual entrainment rates of larvae into wetlands could be estimated from entrainment
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rates of water if reliable and relevant estimates of larvae density on a seasonal and annual basis
were available.

We used 1992 as a starting point for our analyses because it was the first year that spring
flow recommendations were instituted at Flaming Gorge Dam with the express purpose of
providing more extensive flood plain inundation in spring. We recognize that not all wetlands
were breached to allow river flow access as far back as 1992, but we used those hydrologic years
as if wetlands were breached, to provide a longer historical view of flooding potential and so
comparisons across years were for a comparable set of wetlands. Separate analyses were
conducted for flow-through wetlands (Thunder Ranch, Stewart Lake in years when the outlet
gate was open, Bonanza Bridge in 2005 and 2006; due to different inundation levels in each
years, and Above Brennan), those with at least one inflow and outflow breach each, and single
breach wetlands (Horseshoe Bend, The Stirrup, Baeser Bend, Johnson Bottom, Leota wetlands
complex at each of 494 and 594 m®sec Green River flows due to differing information on breach
inundation level needed to fill the wetland, and Old Charley Wash, which under present Ouray
Refuge practices, fills only from the downstream outlet even though it has an upstream inlet).

Specific details regarding operation of Stewart Lake were received from the Utah
Division of Wildlife Resources (pers. comm., Trina Hedrick, 2010) as follows... “Speaking with
the Habitat Manager regarding Stewart Lake, his general management at the floodplain is to keep
the inlet gate open until water begins moving out of the floodplain through the inlet (after the
floodplain is filled, the river has peaked, and the river is coming down). He does raise the outlet
gate as flows begin coming up in the river because if he does not, the water will actually push the
gate up and the cables are no longer taut. Therefore, in most years, unless otherwise requested,

Stewart Lake has only one breach on the upstream end. However, there is a high flow crossing
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where water flows around the outlet gate. This occurred for about 4 weeks in 2009 and for
almost 3 weeks this year (though not likely continuously) from June 1 through June 17. Flows
therefore seem to need to be around 19,000 cfs or higher to go over this. The high flow crossing
would make Stewart Lake a flow-through site at high enough flows.” Operational vagaries were
discussed in this report and in Hedrick et al. (2009), but in general, we treated Stewart Lake as a
flow through wetland because it has the capability to be operated that way.

For flow-through wetlands, we used breach inflow data measured at a variety of Green
River flow levels (Tetra Tech 2005; Hedrick et al. 2009) to estimate total river flow through the
wetland. To do this, we fit a regression function that estimated inflow rates for each of the four
flow-through flood plain wetlands as a function of various 2005 Green River flow levels (Figure
3). Using those functions and a hypothetical or actual set of Green River flow values, we were
then able to estimate flow rate and average daily flow volume that passed into flow-through
wetlands, given that the breach inundation threshold had been exceeded. We also assumed those
inflow volumes as a function of stage did not change across seasons or years (e.g., assumed
breach aggradation or degradation, which would change inflow functions, was not occurring).
Using inflow values over an entire spring runoff period when the wetland was connected with
the river, we estimated the entire volume of flow that passed through the wetland to understand
total entrainment potential for all flow-through wetlands. We then used timing of appearance of
razorback sucker larvae from light trap sampling for a given year to constrain total flow-through
volumes to only the period when larvae were available for entrainment. This was always a
subset of the total entrainment volume because razorback sucker larvae appeared only after
wetland breach connections with the Green River were established. Thus, flow volumes were

summed for the entire flow-through period, and for the period after larvae appeared until breach
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connections with the river ceased, the latter of which provided an estimate of total entrainment
potential for razorback sucker. The latter scenario also required the assumption that larvae were
available for the entire post-connection flow period, which was reasonable given that in most
years, larvae were captured on the descending limb of the hydrograph after breach-river
connections ceased.

Single-breach wetlands required a different method for estimating annual flow
entrainment under different flow regimes. This was because measurements of inflow or outflow
rates from the single breach were not feasible, over the wide range of inflow (and outflow) rates
that might be possible. Breach elevations and field observations from wetland breach
construction survey estimates suggested expected inundation levels at a given Green River water
flow level (stage), and these were subsequently used to estimate the annual level of flow needed
to achieve river-wetland connection. We again used the aerial photography data to estimate the
relationship of wetland area as a function of Green River flow level. A simple estimate of total
inflow volume in a year could be achieved by multiplying average wetland area during the
period of river connection by the annual increase in river stage during the connection period
(average wetland area multiplied by the amount of stage increase from breach inundation to
maximum stage of the river = volume). However, that method would discount any fluctuations
in stream flow elevation that occurred during the period (see example hydrographs in Results for
examples of variation), which is potentially important because of the manner in which these
wetlands function. For example, when streamflow and river elevation increases due to changes
in snow melt runoff in a day or due to a rain event, a river-connected wetland fills. However,
such river-connected wetlands also drain in response to declines in stream flow because river

stage and wetland stage (elevation) during connection are closely linked. This is a main
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difference between flow-through and single-breach wetlands, because flow-through wetlands
continuously entrain (and release) water essentially until the upstream breach connections cease,
whereas single-breach wetlands fill or drain depending on whether river elevation (flow) is
increasing or decreasing. Thus, the simple volume estimation technique would underestimate
total flow volume entrained because wetland filling after the sometimes substantial shorter-term
drainage events would be largely ignored. To account for the difference caused by short-term
flow fluctuations, we obtained estimates of river stage (elevation) at various flows from
measurements used to estimate a stage-river flow relationship at the Green River, Jensen gauge
(# 09261000, Figure 4). Those 366 stage-flow measurements, which date back to 1958, were
available for Green River flows from 22.9 to 861.2 m*/sec, and thus adequately encompassed the
range of flows we investigated. Normally, stage measurements are used to estimate changes in
streamflow and are collected at 15 intervals. We used those same data in a reverse fashion and

estimated river stage as a function of stream flow with a power function as follows:

y = 0.0626x%>3,

where y = stage in feet and x = flow in ft¥/sec. Values were then transformed to metric units.
The equation had a fit of r> = 0.99. This allowed us to use the more readily available stream flow
data collected at intervals of 15” to predict changes in stream elevation in a manner inverse to the
normal stream flow rate estimation procedure. The fit of the equation was quite good but
estimation bias was further explored by estimating stream stage (elevation) as a function of
stream flow using the equation above and subsequently comparing actual measured 15’ stage

changes for a small dataset in 2009 (30 March to 4 June, 6375 observations) when the data were
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readily available and over a period of relatively high flow. Using this proofing procedure, we
found our stage estimation technique had a maximum error of about 3.1% (6.7 cm over an
average stage height of about 215 cm), and the error percentage declined as streamflow increased
above most flow levels that allowed wetland connections (e.g., 5.8 to 3.7 cm bias at streamflow
levels of 368.3 m*/sec and 546.7 m®/sec, respectively). Thus, we chose to ignore those relatively
small and consistent error rates rather than obtain the large and difficult to access historical 15’
stage dataset. We then used the historical 15” streamflow data for the Green River and predicted
river stage. Summing the minute and sequential positive and negative changes (< 3 cm) in stage
elevations at 15’ intervals produced very large estimates of total stage change over the annual
period. We instead used stage change data averaged at 1 hour intervals to estimate the stage
changes over a daily period, which eliminated the large cumulative effect of the many small and
sequential changes; we also felt that wetlands would not fill or drain substantially at 15’
intervals. We then used the minimum and maximum stage level observed in a day to estimate
the total stage change for the day and summed the increases over a season, on both the
increasing, and descending limbs of the hydrograph. That total increase in stage elevation in the
wetland for the runoff period was then further constrained to the period when the wetland first
connected to the river and ended when the wetland last disconnected from the river, periods
which are different for each wetland because of differences in breach inundation levels. That
total constrained increase in stage elevation in the wetland was again censored for the period
when razorback sucker larvae were present in the river, as determined by light trap captures.
Calculation of total inflow volume into a single breach wetland also required
understanding wetland area over the period of interest. We estimated the average wetland area

over the period when the river-wetland connection was present, by taking the mean of the daily
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estimates of wetland area predicted by the equation of area as a function of streamflow for the
total period of connection, and for the period when razorback sucker larvae were present, and
multiplied that area by the stage change. VVolume units of entrained water are presented as
hectare-meters, the amount of water required to cover one hectare surface area [10,000 m?] with
water 1 meter deep (10,000 m®), a metric equivalent of acre-feet, because it has some relevance
for understanding the height of water inundation in wetlands of various sizes; it also allows for
relatively simple volumetric comparisons of annual water entrainment in flow-through wetlands.
A main assumption required when considering stage elevation changes in single breach wetlands
is that wetlands fill and drain instantaneously at the 1-hr stage-change durations we used. We
feel this is reasonable because minor changes that occurred over 15’ intervals were eliminated.
If anything, the stage rate changes overestimate the total stage change and volume, because
single-breach wetlands, especially large ones, likely do not drain (or refill) quickly. We also did
not consider the initial filling volume of each single-breach wetland when it first fills after river
connection in the total entrainment volume. That is, in part, because some water was likely
already present in most wetlands prior to connection. Also, most wetlands filled prior to the
period when razorback suckers were present, so those volumes were not considered in total water
entrained in a season. Similarly, flow volumes in flow-through wetlands, which typically first
fill from the lower elevation outlet rather than the higher elevation inlet(s), were not considered
in total volumes entrained either, so total volumes among the two wetland types were estimated
comparably.

Flood plain wetland entrainment simulations.—Flow simulations were conducted to
understand tradeoffs of total wetland entrainment volume into the four flow-through flood plain

wetlands as a function of more days of lesser flow or fewer days of greater flow of the Green
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River. To begin, we started with a base flow of 368.2 m*/sec, since that level represented the
flow when some flow-through flood plain wetland breaches were first inundated. We then chose
a total water volume of 849.9 m*/sec (30,000 cfs) water for 24 hr and divided that total amount
of flow over increments that were added to scenarios that were 3.3 to 15 days long; a 30 day
scenario was eliminated because baseline flows of the magnitude chosen were unlikely to persist
for that duration. The additional amount of flow was added for each time interval (15, 10, 7.5, 6,
5, 4.3, 3.75, and 3.3 d) such that the total added flow volume over the baseline amount was
equivalent over each time period simulated. For example, at a river flow of 425 m*/s (56.7
m?*/sec added to baseline of 368.2 m%/sec), the additional flow volume added would last 15 days,
at a river flow of 538 m%/sec, the additional flow volume would last 5 days, and at a river flow of
623 m®/sec, the additional flow volume would last 3.3 days. Entrainment flow volumes for each
flow-through flood plain wetland at each river stage were then estimated with equations that
estimated flow entrainment rate as a function of Green River discharge, which was then
multiplied by 86,400 (24 hr/d x 60 min/hr x 60 sec/min = 86,400) to get daily volume (m*/day).
That daily entrainment volume was subsequently multiplied by the number of days in the
simulated period (e.g., 3.3 to 15) to obtain total entrainment volume. Entrainment volumes were
then plotted as a function of Green River flow rate to understand how entrainment volumes
varied when river flow was delivered over longer periods at lower levels compared to shorter
periods at higher levels. A scenario for management may be to consider baseline flows as those
from the Yampa River, while simulated additions may be releases from Flaming Gorge Dam.
Operations of Flaming Gorge Dam.—To understand the effects of Flaming Gorge Dam
releases on timing and magnitude of downstream middle Green River flows, and the relationship

with presence of razorback sucker larvae, it was necessary to review the operational regimes for
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the dam since spring releases began in 1992. This was mostly accomplished by examining flow
records from the Greendale gauge just downstream of Flaming Gorge Dam, to determine the
timing, magnitude, and duration of releases. We then matched those records with flow peaks of
the Yampa River (Deerlodge gauge, or the sum of the Yampa River, Maybell gauge and Little
Snake River, Sunbeam gauge, flows) to understand if the goal of releasing Flaming Gorge Dam
flows coincided with the peak and post-peak Yampa River flows, per flow recommendations
(Muth et al. 2000). In some years, large volumes of water were apparently being evacuated from
the reservoir in early spring in order to accommodate what was forecast to be a large runoff year
(e.g., 1996-1999, which are pre-flow recommendations, although years such as 1999 the Dam
was operated similar to flow recs). In such years, the prerelease base flow was quite large and
started early in the year, and the increase to full runoff release was negligible, except when
releases above power plant level were made.

Flaming Gorge Dam release scenarios for flood plain wetland connectivity.—A main
goal of this synthesis was to understand how current operational regimes at Flaming Gorge Dam
interact with the need to provide habitat for endangered fishes, particularly razorback sucker.
Information useful to describe those relationships includes timing of reproduction of razorback
sucker and availability of larvae, relationships of hydrology with timing and extent of flood plain
wetland habitat, particularly in relation to flow magnitude and timing of Yampa River and Green
River, and knowledge of the operation of Flaming Gorge Dam. With this information, we
developed six scenarios that described Yampa River-Green River flow relationships with
availability of flood plain wetland habitat and their overlap with timing of availability of
razorback sucker larvae for entrainment into flood plain wetlands for the period 1992 to 2009 (18

years), with one exception. That was in 1999, a year for which we did not change the flow
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regime at all because that was when Flaming Gorge Dam was managed for high releases, to
benefit razorback sucker as well as to reduce water levels in Flaming Gorge Reservoir. The
scenario comparisons also relied on observing flows in a baseline condition, typically powerplant
maximum flow levels, with which to compare with other, typically higher magnitude or longer
duration flow scenarios. Since 1999 flows were some of the highest recorded in the post-dam
era, there was relatively little in the way of comparisons to be made with lower scenarios. We
then compared habitat availability created under those scenarios with the expectations under an
unregulated scenario, to understand effects of Flaming Gorge Dam. Some scenarios require
release of higher flows over longer durations than under present management, which if
implemented, would require managers to consider tradeoffs with subsequent base flow levels.
That scenario may also be in conflict with recent management actions to release higher base
flows in summer to disadvantage non-native fishes.

The first scenario was characterized by the natural flow of the Yampa River and flat flow
releases from Flaming Gorge Dam. Flat flows were calculated based on the average flow rate
from the dam over the calendar year; no seasonal adjustments were made for power production
or other uses as was normally done. We thought the calendar year may also reflect annual flow
availability more closely than those in the water year (1 October to the subsequent 30
September) because decisions regarding releases (hydrologic condition) in some years are based
on snow pack levels in the early part of the calendar year. Flow regimes for the middle Green
River were plotted and the number of days that flows exceeded three threshold levels during the
time when razorback sucker larvae were available (based on presence in light trap samples) was
the main evaluation metric. The three flow levels chosen were 368 m*/sec (13,000 cfs), 396

m?®/sec (14,000 cfs), and 527 (18,600 cfs) m®sec. The lowest flow level provided connection
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with Stewart Lake and Above Brennan flow-through wetlands and also connected with single-
breach wetland Baeser Bend. The 396 m*/sec level provided connection with all flow-through
flood plain wetlands and several other single-breach wetlands (The Stirrup, Johnson Bottom, Old
Charley Wash). The highest but relatively modest flow level scenario, 527 m*/sec, provided
connections with most single-breach flood plain wetlands, supplied relatively high flow levels
into flow-through wetlands, and also described the flow level target in average hydrology years
in the middle Green River in 1 of 2 years, per the flow recommendations described in Muth et al.
(2000). The timing of availability of razorback sucker larvae, as measured by light trap
sampling, and the flow connection metrics just described will be the benchmark conditions for
all evaluation scenarios. Again, there were no assumptions made regarding abundance patterns
of razorback sucker larvae other than that they were available through the entire flow release
duration of interest. We used presence of larvae as a metric rather than abundance because
timing was a key issue in flow recommendation scenarios and objective metric of abundance was
unknown, given wide annual and seasonal fluctuations in numbers captured. The need to
develop some sort of density distribution based on limited drift data will be discussed later.

Thus, if one assumed that razorback sucker larvae abundance was constant through time, then the
volume of water entrained becomes a comparable metric across all flow regimes that were
compared. It was also assumed that annual light trap sampling accurately described the timing of
appearance of early life stages of razorback sucker, except for 1997 and 1999, when only 3 and
12 larvae were collected, respectively. In those years we used 28 May as the first date of
appearance, the average date of first presence of razorback sucker larvae in light traps samples

collected in the middle Green River in other years in the period 1992-2009.
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The second scenario (historical) examined past management practices at Flaming Gorge
Dam (1992-2009) to understand flow levels and duration of habitat availability that was provided
in the middle Green River for razorback sucker larvae. As flow recommendations are presently
written, timing of flow releases “should coincide with peak and immediate post-peak spring
flows in the Yampa River”. That scenario required managers to predict the Yampa River
maximum flow peak in each year to trigger Flaming Gorge flow releases. This observed or
historical regime is the one all others are compared to in order to show differences with what
occurred.

The third scenario used timing of appearance of razorback sucker larvae as a trigger for
flow releases from Flaming Gorge Dam rather than what actually occurred. Thus, instead of
attempting to match timing of Yampa River flow peaks, Scenario 3 used a biological metric,
timing of appearance of larvae determined from light trap sampling, as a trigger for Flaming
Gorge Dam releases, which may be a benefit since larvae must be present for high flows to
inundate flood plain wetlands and presumably benefit them. This scenario was enabled by
simply shifting timing of spring releases described in Scenario 2 forward (always forward
because Flaming Gorge flow releases always were prior to first capture of larvae) to the first day
when larvae appeared and tallying the number of days that flow levels in the middle Green River
exceeded the three thresholds; no changes were made to flow durations or magnitudes from those
that historically occurred. Identifying the day of spring releases made from Flaming Gorge Dam
was typically relatively easy in low flow years, because increases were large and sustained over
the period of interest. In higher flow years, especially the period 1996-1999, large volumes of
water were being evacuated from Flaming Gorge Reservoir prior to typical spring releases

presumably to manage the reservoir for large volumes of incoming flows as a result of large
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snowpack melt. During those years it was more difficult to identify the peak of releases because
flows were already high, so we assumed the onset of the peak was consecutive days at full power
plant capacity (e.g., about 127 m*/sec). In all years, we estimated a pre-release base flow, by
taking the mean of flows for 30 days prior to the certain start of flow increases, which usually
included a ramping release day(s). That quantity was subtracted from the full release level over
the period of spring releases, because the pre-release base was the amount that was assumed
would be flowing from the dam irrespective of occurrence of a spring flow release. Thus, only
the difference in flows between the peak and pre-release base flow levels was available to
reallocate in other scenarios. For example, if the spring pre-release base was 50 m*/sec, and the
maximum release that spring was 127 m*/sec, only 77 m®/sec was available for reallocation over
the duration of the release. If the pre-release base was high (e.g., 1996-1999, pre-release base
each year was > 85 m®/sec) and maximum spring release did not exceed full power plant capacity
of about 127 m*/sec, then the amount of water available to reallocate was less.

Scenario 4 was the same as Scenario 3, except that the flow volume of the annual releases
above the pre-release base level in Scenario 3 was summed, and that water volume was
redistributed over a release period that was half as long as was previously used. The main idea
was to restrict the volume to the same amount used in scenarios 2 and 3, but attempted to show
the effect of obtaining a smaller number of higher flow days that may more effectively support
Yampa River flows than lower flow magnitudes over a longer period. Timing of releases, again,
was coincident with first appearance of razorback sucker larvae and because releases were
compacted in time, Scenario 4 required flow releases above that of power plant capacity in some

years because flow magnitudes were higher in the shorter duration release period.
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The fifth and sixth scenarios required additional releases of water above that released in
scenarios 2-4. Scenario 5 doubled the duration of compacted releases from Scenario 4, which
essentially extended the period of the Flaming Gorge Dam spring flow period back to that used
in scenarios 2 and 3, but retained the higher magnitudes of flow for the entire period. It should
be noted that scenario length was driven primarily by that which was deemed appropriate by
managers in the year releases were made. Duration of the flow released was for a maximum of
30 days unless the historical scenario was for longer than that, and was shorter if simulated
middle Green River flows declined below 368 m®/sec.

Scenario 6 was similar to Scenario 5 because it used the same flow duration and same 30
day limit on the flow release period. Scenario 6 differed from 5 because the daily magnitude of
releases was increased up to a maximum of 244 m*/sec (8,600 cfs), which was equal to the
combined capacity of the power plant and the bypass tubes. Exceptions were 1997 and 1999,
flows for which were held at the release peaks actually made (239 and 309 m®/sec, respectively).
However, unlike Scenario 5, Scenario 6 was implemented only for the wetter 11years (1993,
1995-1999, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2008, and 2009) in the 18 year period. In the remaining seven
years, flows remained the same as in Scenario 5. This was done because it seemed unreasonable
to have high releases in lower flow years.

The number of days that flows exceeded each of the three categories (368, 396, and 527
m?*/sec) were tallied for each of the six flow scenarios and the unregulated pattern to compare the
benefits of each in terms of flood plain wetland access and inundation provided. Finally, the
volumes of water required to conduct releases under all scenarios was tallied by summing the
amount of water released in excess of the prerelease flow over the duration of the flow release

period. This was compared to the total releases made from Flaming Gorge Dam in that calendar
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year to gain an appreciation of the water required to accomplish various scenarios. Those flow
volumes, which should be viewed as approximations, may be useful to managers to evaluate the
efficacy of various flow regimes to assist with conservation of razorback sucker in the Green
River subbasin.

For all scenarios, flows from Flaming Gorge Dam were routed downstream at a pace
similar to that described below, and routing began in relation to the timing of first presence of
razorback suckers in light trap samples. In other words, if releases were > 170 m%/sec, flows
arrived in the middle Green River two days after first presence of razorback sucker larvae was
noted, while flows equal to or less than that level arrived 4 days later. This procedure was
appropriate given that a delay between arrival of flows downstream would be realized if presence
of razorback sucker larvae was used as a flow release trigger for Flaming Gorge Dam. Also, the
first and last days in the release duration were ramped such that only 50% of the total flow was
released, if the increase in flow releases above the base were > 141.6 m*/sec. Although these
were not the ramping rates recommended by the Flow and Temperature Recommendations
(Muth et al. 2000), we used these to facilitate the flow routing process. Otherwise, flow
increases in simulations that were at or less than 141.6 m*/sec were instantaneous.

The unregulated flow scenario was not an experimental release pattern but instead
recreated to the extent possible, the natural hydrograph, so that the effects of the dam on flow
magnitude and timing in the middle Green River were excluded. This required development of a
simple flow-routing model using the sum of flows measured at gauges upstream of the Jensen
gauge (# 09261000) in the middle Green River, Utah, and subsequently routing flows
downstream at various rates. Flows from the Greendale gauge (#09234500) were passed to the

Jensen gauge in the following manner: flows less < 170 m®/sec (6,000cfs) traveled to the Jensen

37



gauge in 4 days, flows > 170 m*/sec but < 283 m®/sec (10,000 cfs) traveled to Jensen in 2 days;
travel time for flows > 283 m*/sec took a single day. These criteria were based on existing
information for some lower flow levels (e.g., Muth et al. 2000, unpublished data) and based on
daily flow records that documented the time of passage of flows spikes that were measured
between gauges. We routed flows of the Yampa River (Maybell gauge, 09251000) and Little
Snake River (Sunbeam gauge, # 09260000) to Jensen in 1 day. We used the sum of those two
gauges to estimate Yampa River flow to maintain consistency, rather than the downstream
Deerlodge gauge, because records from the two stations were fully available for the period of
interest.

To test if the flow routing technique we used was accurate, we routed flows from the pre-
dam period 1951-1962 in years when flows of the middle Green River were relatively high (peak
flow > 600 m*/sec; 1951-1953, 1957-1958, and 1962, did not compute 1956) as well as one
lower flow year (peak flow < 500 m®/sec), 1954, and compared those flows to the ones actually
measured at Jensen. The traces of routed and gauge-measured flows overlapped relatively well
in the single lower flow year as well as all high flow years examined (Figures 5-11). We also
tallied the number of flow days in each year on or after 28 May that were above certain threshold
levels, which have significance for flood plain wetland inundation with each technique (Table 2).
The 28 May threshold was used because that is the mean day of the first presence of razorback
sucker larvae in light traps in the middle Green River for the period 1992-2009, which adds
relevance to the occurrence of various flow levels for inundation of flood plain wetlands (results
below). Those results also showed good agreement between estimated and actual days above
certain threshold measured flow levels, and further suggested the flow routing model worked

well in those years. That the flow routing model worked well in the lower flow year 1954, with
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a peak flow of 448 m*/sec, as well as the higher flow years suggested general utility for years
when flood plain inundation may occur.

Flow routing in the post-dam era required a slight modification to the approach described
above. This was because gauges used to measure and route flows would be affected by reservoir
storage and releases (e.g., the Greendale gauge is downstream of Flaming Gorge Dam).
Therefore, to characterize flows upstream of Flaming Gorge Reservoir in the post-dam period,
we used all available gauges on the Green River and major tributaries in the upper Green River
system upstream of Flaming Gorge and Fontenelle reservoirs to recreate flow regimes from
1992-2009. We then used flow routing times from those gauges to the Greendale gauge location,
and then added the Greendale to Jensen gauge routing times developed for pre-dam flows to
fully route flows to the middle Green River, near Jensen, Utah. The gauges used are listed below
as are routing times, which are based on map distances and observations of flow spike timing
between gauges on tributaries (Blacks Fork, WY, gauge # 09224700, 6 days to Jensen, 2 days to
Greendale; Fontenelle Creek, WY, # 09210500, 8 days to Jensen, 4 days to Greendale; Henry’s
Fork, UT, # 09229500, 4 days to Jensen, 2 days to Greendale) and the mainstream Green River
(LaBarge, WY, gauge # 09209400, 8 d to Jensen if flow < 170 m®/sec [6,000cfs, 4 days to
Greendale]; 4 d to Jensen if flows > 170 m*/sec but < 283 m®/sec [10,000 cfs, 2 days to
Greendale]; 2 d to Jensen if > 283 m*/sec, 1 day to Greendale), which is upstream of all the
tributary gauges. These gauges and streams were used in the post-dam era because they were
largely unaffected by impoundments, although total routed flow volumes were likely
conservative since not all streams had gauges. The ideal flow routing model scenario and testing
would have used the same gauges to predict streamflows downstream in both the pre-dam and

post-dam era, but this was not possible because many of the gauges used for flow routing in the
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post-dam era were not available for pre-dam flow routing. Absence of flow records from some
tributaries such as Big Sandy Creek, for example, are not problematic because most flow was
stored in Big Sandy Reservoir in both the pre-dam and post-dam era and was not usually released
until after spring runoff.

Because of differences in routing times among flow rate categories, it became necessary
to back up flow rates in time (mostly on the ascending limb of the hydrograph) when flows
increased and passed from one flow and routing time category to the next, in order for flows to
arrive at the Jensen, Utah, gauge at the correct time. Similarly, lower flows were moved forward
in time as flows passed from a higher flow category with shorter routing times to a lower flow
category with longer routing times (mostly descending limb of hydrograph). Flows moved back
in time simply replaced days, while days moved forward used average flows for the first and last
actual measurements for the days that were fabricated. For example, if flows at LaBarge, WY,
were in the intermediate category with flows of 272 m®/sec and 278 m*/sec on 29 and 30 May,
respectively, but flow then increased to 297 m®/sec on 1 June thereby exceeding the upper flow
category threshold, the 1 June flow was moved back to 29 May (routing time changed from 4 to
2 days with that flow level transition) so that the higher flow was routed in the correct time.
Similarly, if flows transitioned from > 170 m*/sec on 27 June to the lowest flow classification
category on 28 June, the average of flows between 28 June and 2 July (transition routing time
extended from 4 to 8 days) were the average of the two in the intervening period. Short-term
(e.g., 1-2 day) transitions between flow classes were not corrected but instead used the prevailing
flow class prior to the short-term increase. The accounting method for transitioning between
flow categories sometimes caused sharp increases (or decreases) in flows seen in the simulated

hydrographs (see Results).
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RESULTS

Distribution of razorback sucker larvae.—Early life stages of razorback sucker have been
captured at most locations sampled in the middle Green River since sampling began in 1992, but
most fish were captured at relatively few localities (Table 3, see also Table 5). Most razorback
sucker larvae captured in the middle Green River from 1992-1999 were from the Escalante reach
(e.q., Cliff Creek) and Ouray reach (Greasewood Corral, Old Charley Wash), although large
numbers occasionally were captured near the Stewart Lake inlet or outlet. More recent sampling
showed that larvae, which were presumptive offspring of hatchery-released razorback suckers,
were also relatively abundant in the middle Green River reach in places such as Walker Hollow
and Baser (sic, presumably this is “Baeser”, but is spelled Baser in the River Guide) Wash.

We also note that a razorback sucker larva was captured on 2 July 2000 in the lower
Yampa River, as well as from 28 June to 4 July 2008, when three razorback sucker larvae (and
two more razorback sucker of questionable taxonomic identity) were captured during drift net
sampling that targeted Colorado pikeminnow larvae. Those small sucker larvae (9-13 mm TL)
suggested relatively late spawning in a location where razorback sucker was not common in
recent years. Sampling in the lower Green River from 1996-1999 showed a relatively broad
distribution of razorback sucker larvae (Table 4). Limited sampling conducted in 2008 showed
continued presence of razorback sucker larvae in the lower Green River, findings that were
substantiated by more widespread and intensive sampling in 2009 (n = 170 larvae captured in
light traps) and 2010 (pers. comm., P. Badame and K. Breidinger, Utah Division of Wildlife

Resources, Moab).
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Abundance of razorback sucker and other larvae.—During sampling from 1992 to 2008,
a total of 221,376 fish in 22 taxa (excludes potential hybrids and unidentifiable fish) was
captured in 2,395 samples (mostly light-trap samples) over 332 sampling days in the middle
Green River (Table 5). Of those total fish, 82,778 (37.4 %) were native catostomids (included all
unidentified fish), and 7,055 (3.2 % of total fish) were razorback sucker larvae. In 1999, the 12
razorback sucker larvae captured were sent to Ouray National Fish Hatchery for possible rearing
and use as brood stock. All other specimens were discarded that year so information for other
taxa was not available.

We consider only native catostomids in these analyses because abundance of the only
other catostomid captured, introduced white sucker Catostomus commersonii, was low in most
years. However, white sucker has increased in frequency of occurrence and abundance since
2000. Other changes to non-native species composition from light trap samples collected since
2005 included addition of smallmouth bass, lowa darter, bluegill, and black crappie; they were
mostly rare and locally distributed. For example, lowa darter was captured only at Cliff Creek.

From 1993 to 1998 and 2000 to 2008 when light traps were used consistently and mostly
full samples were retained (fish from samples lacking razorback suckers were inadvertently
discarded in 2008), the number of catostomid larvae captured varied from 104 in 1997 to 14,833
in 2004. Number of catostomid larvae did not appear related to sampling effort (number of light
trap samples) for 1993 to 2008 (excluding 1999, Pearson correlation coefficient r = 0.19).
Similarly, sampling effort and number of razorback sucker larvae captured was not positively
correlated (r = - 0.05, 1993 to 2008, excluding 1999). In other words, increased numbers of

samples were not responsible for increased abundance of catostomid larvae, including razorback
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sucker. Rather, increased numbers of catostomid larvae were due to increased abundance of
larvae per light trap sample. The CPUE for bluehead sucker Catostomus discobolus was highest
in 1994, followed by 2007, 2005, and 2008 (Table 6). Flannelmouth sucker Catostomus
latipinnis CPUE was highest in 2004, but was also high in 2006 and 2007.

The number of razorback sucker larvae captured and CPUE was very high in 2007, but
also high in 1994, 2004, 2006, and 2008 (number captured was also high in 2009, n =942). In
those five sampling years, a total of 5,981 razorback sucker larvae were captured, representing
85% of all those captured over the study period. The CPUE for razorback sucker was relatively
low in 1995 and 1997 to 1999, but has generally increased since 2000. Similarly, the proportion
of razorback sucker larvae to all catostomid larvae was relatively high in 1993 and 1994,
declined and remained at relatively low levels in the later 1990’s, and generally increased after
that, particularly in 2007 and 2008 (Figure 12).

Average total length of razorback sucker larvae captured was 11.8 mm for the period
since 1997 (Table 7). No lengths were taken on larvae captured in 1999 because those fish were
sent to the Ouray National Fish Hatchery. The maximum length of larvae captured since 2004
has increased, as fish larger than 18 mm TL were captured in each year, compared to none that
size in samples from 1997 to 2003; larger larvae were captured in 1993 and 1994.

Number of fish of all species captured varied over the years of sampling, and in general,
higher numbers of fish captured were in years with lower spring runoff. We note 2004 as a year
with especially high fish abundance in samples (n = 73,657), when over 1/3 of all fish taken
during the period 1992-2008 were captured. Samples in that low flow year contained very large
numbers of red shiner Cyprinella lutrensis (n = 47,302), as well as over 11,000 flannelmouth

sucker larvae.
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Timing of razorback sucker reproduction.—In general, razorback sucker spawning and
early life stage developmental rates are positively correlated with water temperature, whereby
spawning occurs earlier and development is faster in warmer water and spawning is later and
development is slower in colder water. Razorback suckers first spawned in the middle Green
River from early-April to early-May (mean = 23 April) when water temperatures averaged about
11.3°C (range 8 to 14°C) and when accumulated degree days ranged from about 250 to 900
(Table 8, Figures 13-28). The Pearson product-moment correlation between first spawning
(Julian days) and accumulated degree days was positive (r = 0.84) and indicated spawning
occurred as the water warmed but nearly always occurred before mean daily water temperature
exceeded 14°C. Spawning generally began 9 to 51 days (mean = 33 d) prior to the day of
highest spring runoff flow. The Pearson product-moment correlation between first spawning
(Julian days) and days prior to highest spring runoff flow was negative (r = -0.86), and indicated
that as peak runoff approached, fish were more likely to spawn.

The mean timing of spawning (average spawning date for all razorback sucker larvae
captured in a year) for razorback suckers in the middle Green River ranged from early-May to
late-May (average 13 May) when mean water temperatures were about 12.7°C (range 11 to
17°C) and when accumulated degree days ranged from about 500 to 1050 (Table 9). The
Pearson product-moment correlation between mean spawning and accumulated degree days was
positive (r = 0.62) and indicated mean spawning time occurred as the water warmed and when
the mean number of days when mean daily water temperature exceeded 14°C was 5 (0 to 14
days). Mean spawning time generally began 0 to 29 days (mean = 13 days) prior to the day of

highest spring runoff flow. The Pearson product-moment correlation between mean spawning
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time and days prior to highest spring runoff flow was negative (r = -0.60), and indicated that as
peak runoff approached, fish were more likely to spawn.

Hatching dates across years were variable and ranged from late April to early July; mean
hatching date across years 1993-2008 was 26 May at mean water temperature of 14.3°C (12 to
16°C; Table 10). Mean hatching date generally occurred within 7 days on either side of the peak
spring runoff in the middle Green River (mean was < 1 d after the peak); mean hatching date was
also nearly coincident with the 28 May mean peak in Yampa River spring runoff in the period
1993-2008.

First capture dates and the midpoint of capture dates each year were useful to understand
presence of razorback sucker larvae in the Green River related to stream flows and their
availability for entrainment into flood plain wetlands. This was true because razorback sucker
larvae remain in spawning gravel generally for 10-14 days after hatching and were not available
for entrainment until they emerged; we know this because mean age of razorback sucker larvae
captured in light traps each year was about 12 days (larvae first form daily increments at
hatching and thus, are 0 days old at that time). First capture dates for razorback sucker ranged
from 15 May to 13 June (range excludes 1997 when only 3 larvae were captured) and was
typically later in years when stream flows were higher and cooler and earlier when flows were
lower and warmer (Table 11). Mean daily water temperature of the main channel Green River at
first capture averaged 15°C (13-16°C). First capture dates were typically coincident with onset
of peak flows in the middle Green River; the mean first capture date was 28 May and the mean
peak flow was on 26 May (1993 to 2008).

Mean capture dates for razorback sucker larvae in the middle Green River in each year

ranged from 27 May to 27 June (mean = 9 June, Table 12). Mean daily water temperature at
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mean capture date averaged 16°C (14-19°C). Mean capture dates were after onset of peak flows
in the middle Green River in all years except 2000; average mean capture date was 14 days post
peak flow (range 1 day before peak to 22 days post-peak, 1993 to 2008).

Dates of spawning, hatching, and capture showed a bell-shaped distribution in most
years, with few occurrences early and late, and most in the middle of each respective season
(Figures 13-28). Plots of presence of razorback sucker larvae in the middle Green River related
to stream flows showed that in most cases the first availability of larvae, based on first captures
in light traps, was after peak flows had occurred. Although some entrainment may occur on the
descending limb of the hydrograph, in nearly every case, highest annual abundance of razorback
sucker larvae was well after peak flows had passed and Green River connections with the flood
plain had ceased. Only in 1995, 1999, 2000, and 2003 were a substantial proportion of larvae
available during high flow periods, and only 1995 and 1999 were relatively high flow years.
Flows from Flaming Gorge Dam were reduced during the peak of the 1995 runoff season to
reduce flooding in downstream reaches. We also note that flows in 1999 were managed
specifically to enhance entrainment of razorback sucker larvae into flood plain wetlands (also in
part to accommodate high reservoir inflows), by continuing high releases late into the year when
larvae were present.

Data that describes abundance and reproductive ecology of razorback sucker in the lower
Green River from 1993 to 1999 were presented in Bestgen et al. (2002); a brief discussion of that
is included here for completeness. Razorback suckers were similar in abundance or slightly
more abundant in the lower Green River (e.g., 1996) than in the middle Green River in the period
1993-1999 (Table 13). Spawning of razorback suckers in the lower Green River occurred at

similar temperatures to those in the middle Green River, but because those temperatures occurred
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earlier in the year, spawning was earlier. The offset and earlier spawning and first appearance
information also indicated that razorback suckers had to be spawning in the lower Green River,
rather than drifting from the upstream middle Green River. Similarly, the number of days for
first spawning prior to highest spring runoff flow were higher, which suggested that water
temperature rather than stream flow, had a larger influence on timing of first spawning of
razorback sucker in the Green River system.

In the lower Green River from 1993-1999, first capture dates for razorback sucker ranged
from early to late May (excluding the late spawning year 1993) and similar to the middle Green
River, was typically later in years when stream flows were cooler and earlier when flows were
warmer. The mean earliest capture date in the lower Green River was 10 d earlier than in the

middle Green River, on 18 May, or 8 days prior to peak flow. Mean water temperature at mean
first capture date was similar to that in the middle Green River at 13.7°C.

In the lower Green River, mean capture dates for razorback sucker larvae ranged from
mid-May to late June from 1993-1999. The mean of capture dates in the lower Green River was
10 d earlier than in the middle Green River, on 30 May. Mean water temperature at mean
capture date was similar to that in the middle Green River at 15.8°C.

Recaptures of marked razorback sucker larvae, 2004-2006.—In 2004, only a single
relatively small release (n = 69,688) was made on 26 May, and a total of 47 marked larvae were
recaptured (0.067% of those released) among 1,047 razorback sucker larvae captured in light
traps that year (Table 1). Although no recaptures of marked larvae were made in samples
collected near Wyasket Bottom and Leota wetlands on 27 May, which was about 8 to 20 hr after
marked larvae were released, 46 marked larvae were captured from that area on 28 May, about

32-44 hr after release (fish released about 1000 hrs, traps were typically set in the evening before
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about 1800 hrs and pulled prior to 0600 hrs the following day). This elapsed time reflected
dispersal rates of 2.0-2.8 RK/hr from the point of release 89 RK upstream in this relatively low
flow year; flows were 161 m*/sec the day of release.

Of the 47 marked larvae detected from samples taken until mid-June, 46 were captured
on 28 May and the other was collected on 1 June, in the outlet of Stewart Lake. None were
captured in other Stewart Lake or Cliff Creek samples (upstream sampling localities relatively
near the release site) on 1 June or after that year, or in downstream samples in areas such as
Wyasket Lake on 3 June or after. Only 4.5% of all larvae captured were marked.

In 2005, three relatively large releases of marked razorback sucker larvae (n = 594,000
total larvae) were made on 20 May (n = 104,000), 24 May (n = 94,500), and 31 May (n =
395,500). A total of 48 (0.046 %), 48 (0.051 %), and 230 (0.058 %) larvae were recaptured from
each release, respectively, for an overall mean recapture rate of 0.055%. Fifty of the 326 marked
larvae were sampled in upstream locations Cliff Creek and Stewart Lake; the remainder (n =
274) were taken downstream of those places and most (n = 249) were collected at Greasewood
Corral and Old Charley Wash. Most of the 498 total razorback sucker larvae captured in light
trap samples during the 2005 season were marked; only 172 wild fish were captured (31% of
total) and 326 (69%) were marked.

Larvae released on 20 May 2005 were recaptured in the interval 25 May to 27 June,
larvae released on 24 May were recaptured in the interval 25 May to 6 June, and larvae released
on 31 May were recaptured in the interval 31 May to 30 June (Table 1, Figure 29). The highest
number of razorback sucker larvae recaptured occurred relatively soon after release, but some
persisted as long as a month after release, apparently in the main channel margins, and

essentially until the end of the sampling season.
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The 11 day duration of time razorback sucker larvae were recaptured from the second
release in 2005, which occurred during the highest flow of the year (538 m®/sec), was the
shortest of all three releases. Comparatively, recapture durations for the first (33 days) and third
(31 days) releases, which were released on days when flow was lower (391 and 470 m*/sec,
respectively), were substantially longer. Distribution of recapture locations varied by release
occasion as well. Most recaptures of larvae from the second release were at Cliff Creek (29 of
48) and more proximal to the release site and relatively few were made at downstream
Greasewood Corral and Old Charley Wash sites (15 of 48). In comparison, recaptures of
razorback sucker larvae at Cliff Creek were lower following the first (4 of 48) and third (17 of
230) releases, and higher in first and third releases at downstream sites (33 of 48, and 201 of 230,
respectively).

Overall, of 392 marked larvae that were recaptured in the 2004-2006 period, a few
sampling localities were responsible for most of those, and most marked larvae (68%) were
recaptured near downstream locations such as Wyasket Lake, Leota wetlands, Old Charley
Wash, or Greasewood Corral. Only 57 of those larvae (15%) were collected in upstream
localities such as Cliff Creek or Stewart Lake sampling areas; other larvae were captured in
intervening areas.

Marked razorback sucker larvae from all three releases in 2005 were recaptured in the
same samples on 31 May and 1 June in light traps set at Greasewood Corral and Old Charley
Wash, areas which were well downstream of release sites. This meant that marked larvae from
the third release on 31 May were recaptured only 12-18 hr after release and 89 RK downstream,

which equated to dispersal rates of 5 to 7.4 km/hr.
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Changes in length of marked razorback sucker larvae in the interval between release and
recapture were different for each of the three releases. Fish from the first release had mean TL
of 10.7 mm on 25 May (n = 9), but by the period 20-27 June, marked larvae had mean TL of 18
mm, or grew about 0.25 mm TL/d. Fish from the second release grew little over the short
recapture period, which occurred during the highest flow during the study. Larvae had mean TL
of 11.1 mm on 25 May (n = 27), and 12 d later on 6 June were only 12.2 mm TL, representing a
change in length about 0.09 mm TL/d. Fish from the third release also grew relatively slowly
over the longer recapture period; larvae had mean TL of 10.4 mm on 31 May (n = 23), and larvae
in the interval 21 — 30 June had mean TL of 14.4 mm, and suggested a change in length of about
0.16 mm TL per day.

In 2006, only 19 marked razorback sucker larvae were recaptured out of 525,000 released
(0.0036%) from 21 to 24 May, a recapture rate over an order of magnitude lower than that
observed in 2004 and 2005. Four of those were recaptured at Cliff Creek and the remaining 15
were recaptured at downstream sites Greasewood Corral and Old Charley Wash. Recapture
dates ranged from 25 May to 9 June; larvae had apparently grown little over the recapture
interval because they had mean TL of 10.8 mm.

Flood plain connectivity and area.—Sixteen flood plain wetlands were thought the
primary ones of management interest in the middle Green River (Table 14), and totaled about
2,968 ha of surface area (VValdez and Nelson 2004). Surface areas reported were the maximum
areas that may reasonably exist under a relatively high flow of about 748 m*/sec. Qualifications
were needed because individual wetland size varied substantially with flow and areas would be
substantially larger or smaller depending on flow levels and whether certain areas achieved

connection with the Green River, which was also flow specific. Wetlands IMC (Intermountain
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Concrete Company), RSS (Richens/Slaugh/Slaugh), and the Lamb Property were terrace-type
wetlands (ones that fill and drain with river stage with no residual pool after river-flood plain
connection has ceased) that have perpetual easements associated with them. Those three terrace-
type wetlands consisted of 216 ha of area (7% of total area), most of which (Lamb) first became
inundated at flow levels between 453 and 525 m®/sec based aerial photographs taken in 2005
(Argonne National Laboratory 2006 and Valdez and Nelson (2004).

The area of terrace (and other) wetlands likely expanded greatly as flow levels increased
above 527 m®/sec, the average minimum flow level required in 1 of 2 years to meet the average
hydrologic condition in Reach 2 of the middle Green River (Muth et al. 2000). Terrace type
wetlands will be considered only minimally in this report because little is known about their
flooding characteristics, and because the utility of terraces as habitat for early life stages of
native fishes was poorly understood. Similarly, Sportsman’s Lake (53 ha, 2% of total wetland
area) will not be considered further because it was privately controlled and the filling cycles for
it were not well understood.

The remaining 12 flood plain depression wetlands (wetlands that fill when the flood plain
connects to the river and retain residual water after the connection has ceased, VValdez and
Nelson 2004) were of most management interest (2,705 ha total) were distributed over about 100
km of the middle Green River beginning just a few km downstream of razorback sucker
spawning areas, Razorback Bar and Escalante Bar. Four of those were flow-through wetlands,
those characterized as having at least one inlet and one outlet, and consisted of about a maximum
of 396 ha or 14% of the total area of the 12 wetlands considered here. Three of the four flow-
through wetlands were also located relatively far upstream; Above Brennan further downstream.

The flow-through wetlands had 1-5 inflow breaches and a single outflow, although when
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wetlands were initially filling, incoming flow was through the outlet because it was the lowest
elevation point.

Flow and stage at which flood plain wetlands with levee breaches become sufficiently
inundated to provide nursery habitat for razorback suckers varied with flow level (Information
need #1, Table 14). Likewise, area of each flood plain wetland increased with river flow level
once inundation was achieved (Information need # 7, Table 15). Note that we used slightly
different means to estimate total surface area of flood plain wetlands at some flows, because
predictive equations based on data from aerial photographs were available only for Green River
flows up to 623 m®/sec. We used field observations to supplement surface wetland area
information at flows > 623 m®/sec.

Stewart Lake, a flow-through wetland (but see Methods for description of operations),
was the first to connect with the Green River, by virtue of its constructed canal that connects
with the river at a relatively low stage. Thunder Ranch and Bonanza Bridge were the last flow-
through wetlands to connect with the river. Relative to flow levels outlined in flow
recommendations for the Green River in Reach 2 (Muth et al. 2000), connection levels of the
Green River with flow-through wetlands were relatively low at 227 to 396 m*/sec, and were well
below the flows expected in some years in the average hydrologic condition (> 527 m*/sec), and
all years in the moderately wet (> 575 m*/sec), and wet (> 748 m*/sec), hydrologic conditions.
None of these flow-through wetlands except Stewart Lake connected with the Green River
during some average or drier flow conditions, and Stewart Lake only minimally, because
connection occurred at about 227 m®/sec.

The eight remaining flood plain wetlands were single-breach types (we include Old

Charley Wash [Main and diked since they were connected] in this wetland type because it now
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will fill only from the downstream outlet), with only a single flow-level-dependent connection
point with the river. Those eight wetlands consisted of about 2,385 ha, or 86% of the total flood
plain wetland surface area under consideration. Those were scattered throughout the
downstream half of the study area, but most were located on Ouray National Wildlife Refuge.
Those included Johnson Bottom, the Leota wetlands complex, Wyasket Lake, Sheppard Bottom,
and Old Charley Wash (Wood Bottom), and they totaled 2,270 ha, or 82% of all wetland habitat
considered here. Those were all considered single-breach flood plain wetlands because Ouray
National Wildlife Refuge will no longer operate any wetlands as flow-through types because of
sedimentation issues (Heitmeyer and Fredrickson 2005; D. Alonzo, pers. comm., in Hedrick et
al. 2009).

Connection levels of the Green River with single breach wetlands were relatively higher
than for flow-through wetlands at flows of 337 to 538 m®sec. Several wetlands connected with
the river at about 368 m*/sec (13,000 cfs) by virtue of breach elevations set during construction
excavation, although those varied due to scour or sedimentation of breaches, or design changes
since original construction. That flow level may be achieved in some years in the average
hydrologic condition outlined in flow recommendations (Muth et al. 2000), and perhaps in drier
conditions as well. However, substantial single-breach flood plain wetland areas were not
available until flow levels exceeded 527 m®/sec (the required flow condition in 1 of 2 years when
average hydrologic conditions prevailed [Muth et al. 2000]), mostly because several large
wetlands on the Ouray National Wildlife Refuge were not connected until flows exceeded that
level. Connection of single-breach wetlands with the Green River will not be achieved in some

years with the average hydrologic condition or in drier flow conditions (e.g., 235 m®/sec peak
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flow) because many wetlands only first connected at flows of 368 m*/sec, and then, only
minimally.

As expected, total wetland area in the middle Green River Study area increased in a
relatively regular fashion with increasing Green River flow (Figure 30), based on the summed
totals of predicted areas from 2005 aerial photographs (those < 623 m*/sec); threshold values for
substantially increased area were at about 450 and 625 m®/sec. Values at the upper end for the
predictions (e.g. Stewart Lake at flows > 527 m®/sec) did not change because that was the limit
of our functional relationships so we used the maximum values from estimates that were
available. Baeser Bend wetland was originally breached to allow inundation by the Green River
at a relatively low flow level, but that breach was filled so the wetland would be separate from
the river and exclude access by non-native fishes. Use of additional observations on inundation
area suggested a large threshold increase in wetland area at flows between 578 and 643 m®/sec.
This was because breaches of some relatively large wetlands were exceeded at those flows
(Wyasket Lake), or area (and likely depth) increased substantially for already connected areas
(Leota and Johnson Bottom).

The areas of total inundation reflected at a lower flow of 255 m®/sec were mostly a result
of post-runoff wetland areas estimated from aerial photographs taken a short time (29 June) after
the flow peak in 2005 and after the Green River disconnected with the wetlands. This value does
not represent the area remaining until the following runoff season because those wetlands may
decline substantially after river flows further decline in summer and beyond and due to
evaporation and seepage loss. The residual wetland area remaining after runoff for the
remainder of the year is also likely higher than the 333 ha value, which was from aerial

photographs taken on 13 May 2005, because even though that area was measured prior to
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establishment of any known springtime 2005 connections of wetlands with the river (in part,
Information Need # 3), there were no connecting flows the previous year. Thunder Ranch (12.6
ha), IMC (0.45 ha), Stewart Lake (66.9), Sportsman’s Lake (0.93), Bonanza Bridge (3.3), Stirrup
(5.5), Baeser Bend (2.4), Johnson Bottom (25), Leota Wetlands (63.9), Wyasket Lake (1.1),
Sheppard Bottom (104.4), Old Charley Wash (44.8) and Lamb Property (4.0) wetlands all
contained some water, while Horseshoe Bend and Above Brennan wetlands were dry.
Describing the flow levels required to connect the Green River with flood plain wetlands
was an important first step to understanding this complex system. However, simply making
connections between flood plain wetlands of any type (flow-through, single breach, terrace, e.g.,
Hayse et al. 2005) with the river will likely be insufficient to effect substantial entrainment of
razorback sucker larvae because density of larvae per unit of flow was low. What was required
instead, were substantial flow volumes to enhance availability of flood plain wetlands timed with
presence of larvae, which in turn would result in entrainment of larvae into wetlands. Below, we
detail the importance of flow magnitude, duration, and timing of availability of wetlands and
timing of appearance of razorback sucker larvae on potential entrainment.
Flood plain wetland entrainment simulations.—This section of the report addresses, in part,
information needs 5, 6, and 8.

Information need 5. Entrainment and retention of larvae in floodplain nursery habitats as a
function of physical characteristics and timing of drift.

Information need 6. Temporal relationships between drifting larvae and hydrology during the
runoff period with a focus on the peak flow characteristics needed to entrain larvae.

Information need 8. What is the optimal combination of flow magnitude and duration to
maximize entrainment of razorback sucker larvae.

Among flow-through wetlands, Thunder Ranch had the highest simulated flow-through

volumes across the period of study, and eclipsed second-ranked Stewart Lake by 2x, followed by
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Above Brennan, and Bonanza Bridge with 2005 breach elevations and Bonanza Bridge with
2006 breach elevations (Figure 31); Bonanza Bridge totals in the different years are averaged for
the summed total, but shown to illustrate effects of breach elevation changes. High Thunder
Ranch inflows were partly a function of the relatively large size of the wetland (134 ha) as well
as the presence of multiple breaches. Stewart Lake had a larger maximum size (231 ha) than
Thunder Ranch, and connected at a much lower level, but had only a single breach that was
controlled by an adjustable gate. The Above Brennan wetland had a higher inundation level and
was less than 1/10 the size (20 ha) of Stewart Lake, but had similar simulated total inflows over
the 1992 to 2009 period of record. Bonanza Bridge simulated inflows were lowest among the
flow-through wetlands and the flow-through total declined from 2005 to 2006, because Green
River inundation flow level of the breaches increased from 394 m®/sec to 434 m*/sec due to
sedimentation.

The highest annual simulated entrainment flow volumes for all flood plain wetlands was
in 1997, the highest flow volume year in the period 1992 to 2009 (Figure 32, Tables 16 and 17);
1997 was also the year when the second-highest Flaming Gorge Dam flow release (239 m®/sec)
occurred in the 1992-2009 period (highest in 1999). Little or no simulated flow was entrained
by any flow-through (1992, 2002, 2004) or single-breach flood plain wetland (1992, 1994, 2002,
2004, and 2007) in several years in the 1992-2009 period. Pearson product-moment correlation
of mean daily Green River flow at Jensen, Utah, from 1 May to 30 June per year, a metric of the
volume of spring runoff, and the sum of the annual simulated entrainment volumes for all flow-
through wetlands across the period 1992-2009, was relatively high (r = 0.81).

The mean percent of annual flow entrained into flow-through wetlands when razorback

sucker larvae were present was only 33% of the total flow entrained in the 1992 to 2009 period.
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Mean flow entrainment when razorback sucker larvae were present was lowest for the Thunder
Ranch wetland (24% of the total simulated flow entrained when larvae were present) and highest
for Stewart Lake (45%). The relatively high Stewart Lake simulated entrainment volume
percentage when razorback sucker larvae were present was likely due to the lower breach
elevations that connected with the Green River for a longer time period. Thunder Ranch
entrained the most overall simulated flow in the period when razorback suckers were present
from 1992 to 2009 and Bonanza Bridge at 2006 breach elevations the least; the rank of other
wetlands was the same as for total flow entrained. Correlation of mean daily flow from 1 May to
30 June per year and the sum of the simulated entrainment volumes when razorback sucker
larvae were present for all flow-through wetlands across the period 1992-2009 was r = 0.65, and
was only 0.54 when years with no entrainment were excluded.

Similar to total flow entrainment, the percentage of simulated flow entrained into flow-
through wetlands when razorback sucker larvae were present relative to the total entrained in the
same year varied substantially across years with different flow volumes in the period 1992 to
2009. In four years (1994, 2000, 2006, and 2007), the percent of flow entrained when razorback
sucker larvae were present exceeded 80% of the total entrained for the year. However, all of
those years had below average flow so overall flow volumes entrained when larvae were present
was low. In the four highest flow volume years (1993, 1997, 1999, 2008), only an average of
28% of the flow entrained into flow-through flood plain wetlands was when razorback sucker
larvae were present.

There was no correlation (r < 0.001) between the percent of simulated flow entrained
when razorback sucker larvae were present and the volume of spring flow in the Green River.

Some of the low annual percentages of flow entrained when larvae were available in higher
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water years (e.g., 1997, 5.1%) may be a function of mis-estimation of the period of availability
because few were captured (n = 3). However, even in 2008 and 2009, when larvae were
abundant and the timing of their presence in light trap samples was presumably well-estimated,
and flows were relatively high, the percentage of flows entrained when razorback sucker larvae
were present was only 8-21%.

Similar to flow-through wetlands, entrainment capacity and functioning of single-breach
flood plain wetlands varied broadly and was mostly related to Green River flow rate (Table 17,
Figure 32). Consideration of other single-breach wetlands not included in the totals described
above have limited capacity for recruitment of razorback suckers, based on present
configurations and ability to hold water.

It is important to remember that all single-breach wetlands fill but also drain once
connected to the river, depending on river flow stage. This is a main difference between flow-
through and single-breach wetlands, because flow-through wetlands continuously entrain (and
release) water essentially until the upstream breach connections cease, whereas single-breach
wetlands fill or drain depending on whether river elevation (flow) is increasing or decreasing.
Mainly because of this difference, single breach wetlands entrained only about 12.5% of the
volume of water of flow-through wetlands in the period 1992-2009, in spite of being more
numerous, and having a much greater surface area (971 ha vs. 396 ha for flow-through types).
Old Charley Wash entrained the most simulated flow volume, by merit of its relatively large size
and relatively low connection level, followed by Leota (at 494 m®/sec inundation level), Johnson
Bottom, Baeser Bend (assuming connection at low levels), The Stirrup, and Horseshoe Bend.
Old Charley Wash and Leota (494 m®/sec connection level) entrained simulated water volumes

over the study period that was similar to the lowest entrainment volume flow-through wetland,
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Bonanza Bridge, in 2006. However, lower entrainment volumes do not necessarily reduce the
utility of single breach wetlands as habitat for early life stages of razorback sucker.

The highest simulated entrainment flow volumes for all single-breach flood plain
wetlands was in 1997, the highest flow year in the study period 1992-2009. No flow was
entrained by any single breach flood plain wetland in 1992, 1994, 2002, 2004, and nearly none in
2007. Pearson product-moment correlation of mean daily flow for the period from 1 May to 30
June for the year, again, a metric of spring runoff volume, and the sum of the simulated
entrainment volumes for all single breach wetlands across the period 1992-2009 was high (r =
0.93).

Simulated flow entrainment in single-breach wetlands was much reduced when flow
volume was constrained to the period when razorback sucker larvae were present in the system.
The mean percent of annual flow entrained when razorback sucker larvae were present was only
32% of the total flow entrained, in the 1992 to 2009 period, and all wetlands were in a similar
range of 29-36% (excluding Leota at 594 m*/sec connection level). The rank order for water
volume entrained when razorback suckers were present was identical to that for total
entrainment, with Old Charley Wash the highest, and Horseshoe Bend the lowest. Correlation of
mean daily flow from 1 May to 30 June per year and the sum of the simulated entrainment
volumes when razorback sucker larvae were present for all single-breach wetlands across the
period 1992-2009 declined to r = 0.53.

Similar to total flow entrainment, the percentage of simulated flow entrained in single
breach wetlands when razorback sucker larvae were present varied substantially across years
with different flow volumes in the period 1992 to 2009. In six years, there was no, or nearly no,

flow entrained when razorback sucker larvae were present (1992, 1994, 2001, 2002, 2004, 2007),
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a third of the years in the study period. In three other years (2000, 2006, 2007), the percent of
flow entrained when razorback sucker larvae were present was > 97% of the total flow entrained,
but again those were relatively low flow years. In the highest four flow years (1993, 1997, 1999,
2008), the percent of simulated flow entrained when razorback suckers were present was only
31% of the total flow entrained into single-breach flood plain wetlands.

There was no correlation (r < 0.055) between the percent of simulated flow entrained into
single-breach wetlands when razorback sucker larvae were present and the volume of spring
flow. As previously described, the 1997 data may have been affected by limited information
regarding availability of larvae (n = 3 larvae captured). However, even in 2008 and 2009, when
larvae were abundant and the timing of their presence in light trap samples was presumably well-
estimated, and flows were relatively high, the percentage of flows entrained in single breach
wetlands was even lower than that for flow-through wetlands at 8%.

Simulations showed that higher, shorter duration flows entrained substantially more
water than lower, longer duration flows (Figure 33). At the lowest flow level of 425 m*/sec over
a 15-day period, flow-through wetlands entrained only about 45% of the water that the same
wetlands did in 3.3 days at the highest flow level of 623.2 m*/sec. Thunder Ranch wetland
entrainment dominated the total flow entrainment relationship, but all flow through wetlands
increased in flow volume entrained as Green River flows increased, except for Stewart Lake.
Stewart Lake declined slightly as flows increased until the highest level simulated, 623.2 m*/sec,
was reached, when flow entrainment volume increased slightly. We did not simulate higher flow
levels because we did not want to exceed the flow levels upon which the relationships of flow

entrainment as a function of Green River flow were based. However, entrainment likely
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increased at higher Green River flow levels along a trajectory similar to that for lower flow
levels.

We also evaluated entrainment rates of water entrainment and connection days (see
Appendix I11) for various simulated hydrographs (modified peaks of 368, 396, and 425 m*/sec,
13,00, 14,000, and 15,000 cfs, respectively) presented in Hayse et al. (2005) compared to the
average flow recommendation (527 m®/sec, 18,600 cfs) presented by Muth et al. (2000). Similar
to the results above, flow connection days were slightly higher (20%) at lower peak flow levels
but the amount of flow entrained at the 527 m®/sec level was 2.5X as high and 2X as high for
flow through and single breach wetlands, respectively, compared to entrainment volumes at the
368 m*/sec level.

We did not model the inflows of single breach wetlands in the same fashion as for flow-
through wetland relationships, because the effects of short-term fluctuations on flow entrainment
would have been difficult to simulate. However, the relationship of total entrainment volume for
all single-breach flood plain wetlands was positively related to Green River flow for the period
1992-2009 (r = 0.82) when flows were sufficient to inundate breaches.

Breach elevation makes a large difference in the amount of water entrained into flood
plain wetlands, for both flow-through and single breach types. Differences in Bonanza Bridge
simulated entrainment volumes when razorback sucker larvae were present for 2005 and 2006
breach levels, were about 30% lower for the 2006 scenario when breach elevation was higher
(inundation at 434 m*/sec compared to 394 m3/sec); differences for total flow volume were even
larger. Leota wetland entrainment levels were even more markedly different, due to the
difference in breach inundation level (494 vs 594 m®sec). The highest flow level entrained only

a small volume of water and none when razorback sucker larvae were present. The entrainment

61



level at the lower 494 m®/sec flow was the second-highest among the single-breach wetlands, but
the amount of flow entrainment was relatively low given the large size of the Leota wetland
complex.

Operations of Flaming Gorge Dam.—Flaming Gorge Dam spring release flow peaks in
the 1992-2009 period ranged from 112.5 to 308.8 m®/sec; most spring peak releases were about
130 m®/sec, the capacity of power plant flows (Table 18). Comparatively, Yampa River peak
flows from 1992-2009 ranged from 98.3-617.6 m*/sec, with a mean of 361.4 m*/sec; mean date
of the Yampa River peak was 26 May.

On average over the 1992-2009 period, onset of Flaming Gorge Dam spring releases
occurred 15 days prior to the peak of Yampa River flows; flows were released an average of 11
days prior to the Yampa River peak if the years when high pre-runoff flows were excluded
(1996-1999). The mean duration of Flaming Gorge Dam releases was 36 days, but was 24 days
when high release years 1995-1997, and 1999, were excluded. In those four years, higher
releases began early and extended for a relatively long time, presumably to reduce Flaming
Gorge Reservoir elevation in anticipation of high inflows.

First capture dates for razorback sucker larvae in middle Green River light traps were
typically near or shortly after Yampa River peaks (mean peak date = 26 May); mean first capture
date was 28 May. Spring high flow releases were ramped down, on average, 10 days after the
first razorback sucker larvae were detected, when high release years 1995-1997 and 1999 were
excluded. In some years (e.g., 2009) when presence of larvae was later in the year, releases were
declining before razorback sucker larvae were first captured.

Flaming Gorge Dam release scenarios for flood plain wetland connectivity.— Based on

the potential number of days that flood plain wetlands may be inundated in the middle Green
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River when razorback sucker larvae were present, relative to that available under an unregulated
regime, Scenario 1, the constant release regime, had the fewest inundation days for each of the
three flood plain wetland inundation flow levels; the mean number of inundation days was also
only about a third or less of the number available in the unregulated flow scenario (Table 19,
Figures 34-39). Constant flow release performance was best in high flow years when water
volumes from the Yampa River were high (1993, 1995, 1997, and 1999; for example, compare
scenarios 1 and 2 for Figure 36, 38, or 39 [lower flow years] to those in Figures 34, 35, or 37
[higher flow years]). Performance of Scenario 1 in 1995 at the two lowest flood plain inundation
flow levels was higher relative to scenarios 2 and 3 for unusual reasons. In 1995, Flaming Gorge
flow releases (the actual flows, which were used in scenarios 2 and 3) were at power plant
maximum relatively early, but were then turned down to near or below pre-release levels about
the time razorback sucker larvae were available, and then turned back up, mostly after flood
plain wetlands had disconnected (Figure 35). Thus, flow conditions in the flat release Scenario 1
were higher when razorback sucker larvae were present than in either scenarios 2 or 3,
accounting for the greater number of inundation days in Scenario 1.

The mean number of flood plain wetland inundation days in Scenario 2 was about twice
that realized in Scenario 1, for the lower two flow inundation levels and added several days at the
higher flow level in some years (e.g. 1999, Figure 37) but none in others. It is important to
remember that the higher flow level simulated in this exercise represents only the average
condition of 527 m®/sec as recommended in the flow recommendations. The mean number of
wetland inundation days in Scenario 2 was less than half that predicted under an unregulated
scenario, and was especially low in the higher flow inundation condition, reflecting flows lower

than the unregulated condition. Only in years when Flaming Gorge Dam releases were for
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extended duration and well above maximum power plant level (maximum of 239 and 309
m?®/sec, for 1997 and 1999, respectively) were the number of inundation days at the higher flow
level substantial and more similar to unregulated regimes.

In Scenario 3 where simulated flow patterns were identical to that in Scenario 2 but
release date was timed with first presence of razorback sucker larvae in light traps, the mean
number of inundation days at the various flow levels was similar to Scenario 2, with some year
to year variation. Performance of both scenarios 2 and 3 was best, again, in high flow years
when water volumes from the Yampa River were high (1993, 1996, 1997, 1999, 2005, 2006) and
when flows higher than power plant capacity were released from Flaming Gorge Dam (1997,
1999, 2005, 2006). Performance declined particularly dramatically in the higher flow inundation
condition tested, 527 m>/sec, in most years presumably because flow releases from Flaming
Gorge Reservoir that were higher than that of power plant level were rare. Relatively good
performance in 1997 and 1999 at all inundation levels was due, again, to high flow releases from
Flaming Gorge Dam as well as high Yampa River flows, which provided water needed to
inundate flood plain wetlands for substantial periods even at the higher inundation level. Even in
those years, however, flows were not sufficient to match the number of inundation days realized
under the unregulated condition. In 2005 and 2006, the only other years when flows in excess of
power plant capacity were delivered from Flaming Gorge Dam, releases were relatively low (195
and 173 m®/sec, respectively) and for short durations. Poor performance in 1995 was again, due
to a relatively late first hatching date for razorback suckers of 13 June, after highest flows had
passed, and because releases were turned down about the time of first occurrence of razorback
sucker larvae. Only 32 razorback sucker larvae were captured in light trap samples that year, so

conservative (late) first hatching date estimation may have also played a role in poor
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performance of those flow regimes in that year in particular. Performance improvement was
especially substantial in 2009 at the intermediate inundation level because flows in the actual
scenario were reduced especially early (Figure 39, Table 19).

Scenario 4, which used presence of razorback sucker as a trigger, but had a higher and
shorter duration peak, increased the number of flood plain wetland inundation days only
marginally by an average of 1 day under each flow level. The apparently large increase in 1995
at the lowest flood plain inundation level was due mostly to the higher magnitude release that
better-supported declining Yampa River flows, and particularly, because most of the effect of the
unusual decline in Flaming Gorge flows when razorback sucker larvae were available, was
removed. Essentially what occurred in Scenario 4 was to offset the longer duration flow with a
higher shorter duration flow, but which made little difference in the total inundation days
because the water volume was the same.

Scenario 5 flows, which essentially doubled the duration of Scenario 4 flows, had a more
notable effect on the number of flood plain wetland inundation days in the two lower flow levels,
but made little difference at the higher level of flood plain inundation. Increased number of days
of flood plain wetland inundation was greatest in 1993, 2003, and 2005-2009 (exclusive of 2007)
at the lowest two wetland inundation levels, when inundation days doubled or nearly so in some
cases. The mean flow magnitude in years when releases above power plant level was required
was 190 m*/sec (excludes 1997 and 1999). That flow level was insufficient to provide flows
needed to increase flood plain wetland inundation at the 527 m*/sec level.

Scenario 6 flows retained the duration of flows used in Scenario 5, but in wetter years
(1993, 1995-1999, 2003, and 2005-2009 exclusive of 2007) increased maximum release level to

244 m*/sec for up to a maximum of 30 days, unless previous flow durations were greater. Flows
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during 1999 were unchanged. Scenario 6 increased the mean number of days of flood plain
wetland inundation over that in Scenario 5 and also increased inundation days to about the mean
number realized under the unregulated scenario, except for the higher flow level, which was
lower. Increases were particularly large in 1993, 1995, 1996, 1998, 2003, 2006, and 2008 for
one or both of the lowest two flow inundation levels, and were also substantial in 1993, 1997,
and 2008 at the higher flood plain inundation flow level. The number of inundation days for
flood plain wetlands in 1995 in Scenario 6 increased for all flow levels because the unusual flow
patterns that occurred at Flaming Gorge Dam, and propagated through scenarios 2-5, were
partially mitigated.

Scenario 6 flow patterns created numbers of inundation days for flood plain wetlands in
the lower two flow scenarios that matched reasonably well with those predicted from
unregulated hydrographs. Exceptions were 1995 and 2009, when simulated flows created fewer
days of flood plain wetland inundation, and 2003, 2005, 2006, and 2008, when more days were
created. The low number of days estimated in 1995 was likely due to the relatively late date of
presence of razorback sucker larvae; in 2009 it was due to the reduction in flows at Flaming
Gorge Dam that occurred prior to the date of first presence of razorback sucker larvae. In the
higher flow level scenario, days of flood plain wetland inundation were generally fewer in
Scenario 6 than in the unregulated condition, especially for years 1995-1997; an exception was
in 2008 when 8 inundation days were simulated in Scenario 6 and none existed in the
unregulated scenario.

The volumes of water released during spring flows from 1992-2009 varied mostly
depending on the flow year, with more released in wet years and less in dry years (Table 20).

The mean annual volume actually released in the period was about 17,400 ha-m (multiply ha-m
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X 8.09 to get acre-ft); the smallest releases were in 2004, 1998, and 1992, and the largest were in
1999 and 1997. By plan, scenarios 2-4 used the same volumes of water. However, Scenario 4
required release of flows above power plant level in all cases because flow volumes were
bundled into a release period that was only half as long as that required for scenarios 2 and 3.

Releases conducted under Scenario 5 required an average of 54% more water than those
in scenarios 2-4, while Scenario 6 required about twice the volume of water required for
scenarios 2-4 (100% more). Recall that Scenario 6 flow volumes were increased over those for
Scenario 5 only in 11 of 18 of the wetter years. Simulated flow volumes were highest in 1997,
1993, and 2008; recall that 1999 flows remained constant throughout these simulations.

Flow volumes for spring releases from Flaming Gorge Dam were about 11% of the mean
annual release volumes in scenarios 2-4, 1992-2008 (8.3% is average under steady flows). The
lowest percentage (3.3%) occurred in 1997, and was partially an artifact of the relatively high
pre-release flow level and the resulting relatively lower spring release volume. The highest
percentage of flow releases under scenarios 2-4 occurred in 2005 (19.7%). The mean percentage
flow volume for spring releases from Flaming Gorge Dam increased to nearly 26% under the
assumptions of Scenario 6, 1992-2008, and was nearly 31% for just the 11 wetter years in the

same period.

DISCUSSION

Reproductive ecology of razorback sucker was examined in light of present management
efforts to bolster populations and enhance habitat in the regulated middle Green River, Utah. A

main part of the existing management scheme was to schedule flow releases from Flaming Gorge
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Dam coincident with peak flows of the mostly unregulated Yampa River to provide overbank
flows and access to relatively warm and food rich flood plain wetlands for rearing of razorback
sucker larvae (Muth et al. 2000). We found that reproduction by razorback sucker, which has
increased since 2004, was driven mainly by onset of warmer water temperatures but occurred
relatively late, such that most larvae were available only after peak flows in the middle Green
River had declined to levels that provided minimal or no connection between the river and flood
plain wetlands. This occurred because peak flow releases from Flaming Gorge Dam, which
historically (pre-dam) occurred after the Yampa River, were not of sufficient magnitude or
duration to sustain such habitat. We also found positive relationships between flow levels of the
Green River and the effectiveness of both flow-through and single breach flood plain wetlands to
entrain water, and presumably, razorback sucker larvae when they were available. We then
explored alternative flow release scenarios for Flaming Gorge Dam that may better link the
reproductive ecology of razorback sucker with availability of flood plain wetland habitat. The
most effective patterns required higher and longer duration releases that overlapped more fully
with presence of razorback sucker larvae. Higher and longer spring flow durations have
implications for summer base flow levels, and may conflict with recent trends for higher summer
base flows in the Green River. Below, we discuss the multiple lines of evidence that support
these ideas and discuss possible options for future management of razorback sucker in the middle
Green River.

Razorback sucker distribution.—Sampling since 1992 indicated that razorback suckers
remained in a large portion of the Green River, but that most individuals still occurred in the
middle Green River from near Jensen, Utah, downstream to Ouray National Wildlife Refuge.

Reproduction was documented in summer 2000 and 2008 in the Yampa River in Echo Park, and
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one adult fish was captured upstream of Yampa Canyon in the Yampa River in spring 2009
(pers. comm., J. Hawkins, Colorado State University), so a small population of adults must exist
upstream of Echo Park. Given capture of ripe razorback suckers in a cobble side channel at river
mile 103.7 in 2008, capture of three age-1 juveniles (119-120 mm TL) between river miles 18
and 44 in 2008 in the lower Green River, and ongoing captures of larvae in the lower Green
River in 2008 and 2009 (pers. comm., P. Badame, Utah Division of Wildlife Resources, Moab),
which were typically present earlier in the season than those in the middle Green River, a
reproducing population of adults must also occur in that area (Muth et al. 1998; Chart et al. 1999;
Bestgen et al. 2002). That area deserves additional attention in the form of increased sampling,
SO managers can better assess the importance of the lower Green River to razorback sucker
recovery.

Abundance of razorback sucker and other larvae.—Reproduction by razorback suckers
was documented each year from 1992-2009 in the middle Green River based on captures of early
life stages of razorback sucker. Reproduction also occurred in seven consecutive years in the
lower Green River since sampling began in 1993 and was also documented in 2008 and 2009; no
sampling occurred from 2000 to 2007. Documenting consistent annual reproduction in the
1990’s might be considered something of a surprise given the apparent rarity and decline of wild
adult razorback suckers during that time (Bestgen et al. 2002). Since then, large numbers of
razorback sucker have been stocked and some have survived to reproduce (Zelasko 2008,
Zelasko et al. 2010, Zelasko et al. 2011; this report).

Abundance of razorback sucker larvae in light trap samples collected in the middle Green
River, Utah, has increased, perhaps since about 2000, but certainly since 2004. Larvae were very

abundant in samples collected in 2004, 2007-2009. This trend reversed a decline noted in the
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1990’s when razorback sucker larvae were relatively abundant in 1993 and 1994 but declined
dramatically by 1999 (Bestgen et al. 2002). Light trap sampling in the period 2005-2009 also
documented recent high abundance of other native suckers in the middle Green River. We found
no correlation between sampling effort and abundance trends for catostomid larvae, including
razorback suckers, which suggested that increasing trends in abundance over time were not an
artifact of increased sampling effort. The recent increased proportion of razorback sucker larvae
in light trap samples compared to all native catostomids, and increased catch per unit effort, is
further evidence that increased abundance of razorback sucker larvae was not an artifact.

We also documented increased frequency of occurrence and abundance of white sucker
in light trap samples since about 2000. This suggested white sucker was reproducing in the area,
perhaps near primary spawning areas for razorback sucker. These data also confirmed continued
expansion of white sucker downstream, a trend noted in sampling conducted upstream in the
Green River in Lodore and Whirlpool canyons (Bestgen et al. 2006). Expansion of white
suckers in the middle Green River and increased abundance of razorback suckers increases the
possibility for hybridization, since each species appears to spawn at relatively cool water
temperatures early in spring. Although hybridization between white sucker and razorback sucker
has not yet been verified, it has been suspected in at least one instance in the Green River in
upstream Lodore Canyon (Bestgen et al. 2006). Because monitoring identity of hybrids of larvae
with morphological techniques is difficult, managers may wish to begin monitoring identity of
suspected hybrid larvae with genetic techniques as well. Combined with diligent efforts to
identify hybrids of adult catostomids, monitoring identity of larvae with genetic techniques may
yield additional information about the frequency of hybridization of razorback sucker with

invasive white sucker.
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Increased maximum length of razorback sucker larvae captured in light trap sampling in
recent years may indicate some are surviving longer. We cannot exclude more effective late-
season sampling as a plausible reason for presence of larger razorback suckers in samples, but
regardless of the cause, larger fish present later in the season may enhance chances for
recruitment to the adult life stage.

Timing of razorback sucker reproduction.— Our analyses with up to 18 years of data
suggested that razorback sucker spawning began each year in the middle Green River from early
April to early May when flow levels were relatively low or increasing and when water
temperatures were 8 to 14°C (Muth et al. 1998; Bestgen et al. 2002; this report); spawning is
earlier when the Green River warms earlier and later when water warms later. Mean spawning
time was several weeks later from early May to late May when mean water temperature was
about 13°C. Spawning was earlier in the lower Green River, from late March to early June, and
over a longer period, than in the middle Green River perhaps because the river warms earlier at
that lower elevation and lower latitude. Flow levels during razorback sucker spawning in the
lower Green River were relatively low compared to the middle Green River because of earlier
reproduction, but occurred at a similar 6 to 15°C temperature range. This suggested rising water
temperature or absolute temperature level may be a more important environmental cue for
spawning than flow level, a situation true in lentic settings (Bestgen 1990, Bozek et al. 1990).

Given the importance of water temperature on initiating reproduction in razorback
sucker, and that timing of reproduction and ultimately, presence of larvae, plays a role in
determining the effectiveness of flow releases to enhance flood plain wetland habitat, it is
reasonable to consider whether reservoir releases plays a role in delaying spawning by razorback

suckers in the middle Green River. For example, in some years, higher flows are released from
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Flaming Gorge Dam in early spring to evacuate water and make space in the reservoir for
incoming flows. If those flows are abnormally cold or cold because the abnormally high volume
does not allow for warming as it proceeds downstream, development of gametes by razorback
suckers could be delayed. This situation is exacerbated by reduced availability of warm flood
plain wetlands present at lower flows that could assist with gamete development. This issue was
alluded to indirectly in the development of the flow and temperature recommendations, because
razorback sucker use of off-channel tributaries such as Ashley Creek, which are warm and food-
rich, was documented (Tyus and Karp 1990; Muth et al. 2000). However, direct effects of
Flaming Gorge Dam operations in spring on water temperatures, and subsequent timing of
spawning, development of embryos, and emergence/occurrence of razorback sucker larvae
should also be considered, as should the potential concurrent effects on timing of reproduction
by non-native fishes. Similarly, most global climate change models generally predict warmer air
temperatures and potentially warmer water and lower flows. Climate change may affect
reproduction patterns of razorback suckers and flow levels of the Green River, and efforts to
manage the system for conservation of razorback suckers should consider this potentially
important effect. The importance of timing of presence of razorback sucker larvae to availability
of flood plain wetlands will be discussed in detail below.

Following spawning in the middle Green River, timing to hatching and first presence of
larvae in light trap sampling gear also proceeded at temperature-mediated rates (Bozek et al.
1990; Haines 1995; Muth et al. 1998; Bundy and Bestgen 2001; Bestgen et al. 2002). In general,
mean timing of hatching occurred about 2 weeks (13 days) after mean timing of spawning. After
hatching, larvae apparently remained in the spawning gravel for an extended duration as the

mean time to first capture was again about two weeks (14 days) after mean time of hatching;
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mean capture date (peak of captures) was about two weeks after that. This pattern was supported
by aging of larvae, as nearly all individuals captured in light trap samples were at least 10 days
old; most were a minimum of 12-14 days old and generally 11 mm TL or more. Importantly,
mean time to mean hatching (May 26), and the mean first date of occurrence in light trap
samples (28 May), and the mean date for the spring peak of the Yampa River (26 May) all
occurred at about the same time during the study period 1993-2008.

Based on extensive capture data across many years of variable environmental conditions
from 1992-20009, it appeared that overlap of presence of razorback sucker larvae in the middle
Green River and flow regimes is offset, which is inconsistent with the intent of flow
recommendations (Muth et al. 2000). This was true because in most years, the mean time of
hatching (not occurrence) and the first presence of larvae, which are relatively rare early in the
season, coincided with the latter part of spring peak flows, and even that was inconsistent. This
inconsistency was not noted when Flaming Gorge Dam flow recommendations were crafted
because only a few years of light trap sampling data were available to match with flows (Muth et
al. 1998; Muth et al. 2000).

A more consistent overlap of Green River peak flows with higher abundance of larvae is
a more desired condition. An exception occurred in 1999, when presence of larvae coincided
with high flows for a longer period because Green River discharge was maintained at a relatively
high level by relatively high and extended releases from Flaming Gorge Dam. However, in most
years, highest abundance of larvae in light trap samples was only well after spring peak flows
had passed. That temporal abundance pattern also had implications for timing of connections

between flood plain wetlands and the Green River, which are described below.
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Timing of presence of razorback sucker larvae in the lower Green River was prior to, or
during, most of the high flow periods from 1993 to 1999 (Muth et al. 1998; Bestgen et al. 2002)
and more closely followed the intent of flow recommendations than for the middle Green River.
This was presumably due to warmer water temperatures earlier in the year and earlier hatching
and presence of larvae. Relatively early spawning in that area would allow larvae to incubate
and emerge about the time that flows were peaking. However, lack of flood plain wetland
habitat in the lower Green River precludes larvae from being entrained into such places, where
they rely instead on the relatively few and small-scale in channel features such as flooded washes
for rearing habitat.

Recaptures of marked razorback sucker larvae, 2004-2006.—Recaptures of marked
razorback sucker larvae released in the middle Green River during spring runoff periods offered
a unique opportunity to examine patterns of dispersal, distribution relative to time of release, and
proportions of recaptured fish to the total captured, among other things. Recaptures in 2004
from a relatively small number of released larvae revealed rapid downstream dispersal and
colonization of nearshore areas where larvae were available for capture in light traps. Larvae
apparently did not persist in 2004 as only one was recaptured after the first day following
release, again, perhaps due to the relatively small number released. Presence of only one larva in
Stewart Lake samples and none in Cliff Creek samples (upstream sampling localities relatively
near the release site) collected on 1 June or after in that year was surprising, given the relatively
low flow levels during that release. Their absence in Cliff Creek samples may have been due to
their right bank or mid-channel release location, as larvae and beads released there during
entrainment studies, tended to remain on the right bank well downstream of the left bank location

of Cliff Creek (Hedrick et al. 2009).
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In 2005, the three relatively large releases of marked razorback sucker larvae had capture
rates (proportion of marked fish recaptured) that were strikingly similar to that observed with the
smaller release in 2004, in spite of being released under very different flow levels. This
suggested some consistency in efficiency light traps to sample razorback sucker larvae, even
though numbers released were quite different. Most larvae captured in light traps in 2005 were
marked, a pattern opposite to that observed in 2004 and 2006. This is doubtless due, in part, to
the much larger number of fish released in 2005. However, the relatively small number of
unmarked larvae in samples also pointed to relatively low reproductive effort of wild fish in
2005 compared to 2004, or perhaps, 2006-2009, when naturally-produced larvae were much
more abundant.

Similar to 2004, downstream dispersal rates of larvae in 2005 were rapid and larvae were
typically captured soon after the release date in nearshore areas well downstream of release
locations. Larvae in 2005 also persisted for a longer time than in 2004, perhaps again reflecting
the relatively larger number of them available for recapture, but those patterns also varied by
release. The shortest duration recapture period in 2005 was for the second release and was
associated with the highest flow at release and most larvae were captured upstream at Cliff
Creek. In comparison, duration of recaptures of larvae in the first and third releases was
substantially longer and more fish were captured at downstream Greasewood Corral and Old
Charley Wash localities. It was also informative to note the presence of larvae from all three
releases in the same light trap samples. This suggested razorback sucker larvae were able to find
and persist in some localities in spite of the variable hydrologic conditions present during each

release.
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In both 2004 and 2005, most marked larvae were captured well downstream of release
locations, in spite of consistent sampling in upstream locations such as Cliff Creek and Stewart
Lake. This pattern was opposite the one postulated by Valdez and Nelson (2004), who predicted
that razorback sucker larvae would be most abundant and available for entrainment into flood
plain wetlands that were nearest to spawning sites (same as release sites), and that few larvae (<
1%) would be available for entrainment in downstream wetland areas such as those in the Ouray
National Wildlife Refuge. Our finding of broadly dispersed larvae, suggested instead that a
mosaic of habitat areas should be made available for razorback sucker larvae close to, as well as
far downstream, of spawning areas. Further, the merits of individual flood plain wetlands as
nursery habitat for razorback sucker larvae should be evaluated with several other criteria (e.g.,
accessibility as a function of breach type and inundation level, entrainment rates, overwintering
capacity, abundance non-natives fishes) in addition to distance from spawning areas, a view
supported by Hedrick et al. (2009).

Changes in length of marked razorback sucker larvae in the interval between release and
recapture in 2005, which were different for larvae in each of the three releases, suggested that
conditions for growth and perhaps survival may have differed over the brief 20-31 May interval.
This was in spite of relatively similar proportions of larvae from each release that were
recaptured in light trap samples. We assumed no differences in quality or condition of larvae
released, since they were from brood stock that were treated similarly, and were produced and
marked using similar procedures. Although these data were based on relatively small samples,
variable growth and perhaps survival of larvae released over a short time period suggested that

provision of a wide variety of habitat types, in a wide variety of locations, and for extended
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durations, may be needed to benefit some portion of the razorback sucker larvae produced in the
wild.

In 2006, the only marked larvae released in the middle Green River were placed a short
distance upstream (a few hundred meters) of the inflowing breaches of the Thunder Ranch
wetland and nearshore, in order to measure entrainment rates into wetland breaches. The low
number of recaptured larvae in downstream light trap samples subsequent to releases may be
partly due to high levels of entrainment into, and retention in, the Thunder Ranch wetland. As
was discussed in Hedrick et al. (2009), inspection and sampling of the Thunder Ranch wetland in
autumn 2006, did not reveal the presence of razorback suckers, in spite of the large number
released, so apparently few survived.

Flood plain wetland connectivity, area, and potential entrainment.—Of the 16 flood
plain wetlands that were the focus of the Green River Floodplain Management Plan (Valdez and
Nelson 2004), we focused on a subset of 12 depression-type wetlands because they were the ones
of primary management interest. The area of terrace (and other) wetlands not considered here
likely expanded greatly as flow levels increased above 527 m®/sec, the minimum flow level
required in 1 of 2 years to meet the average hydrologic condition in Reach 2 of the middle Green
River (Muth et al. 2000). Further, terrace-type wetlands may be of ecological value and several
have associated easements, but lacked information with which to characterize their area and
utility as temporary rearing areas for razorback sucker larvae. Further investigation of terrace-
type wetlands is suggested, given they are widespread and common in some flow regimes. Thus,
the relationships we report were for a subset of available flood plain wetlands. Those
relationships for wetlands that were better understood likely acted as surrogates for other

wetlands not specifically reported on here. Further, inferences regarding all wetlands discussed
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and relationships with flow should be restricted to the flow levels at which measurements were
taken.

The 12 flood plain wetlands of most management interest (2,781 ha total) varied widely
in their function, size, placement relative to spawning areas, permanence, and inundation levels,
and hence have a widely varying potential as nurseries for razorback sucker larvae. Although
flow-through wetlands were fewer in number (4) than single-breach wetlands and had a much
smaller total area, they connected with the Green River at relatively lower flows. The eight
remaining flood plain wetlands of main management interest were single-breach types and even
though they connected with the Green River at higher flow levels than flow-through wetlands,
often greater than the average hydrologic condition flow level of 527 m*/sec (Muth et al. 2000),
they constituted the great majority of the surface area of flood plain wetlands. However, a large
surface area or volume of habitat was an insufficient metric of the value of various flood plain
wetland types for potential entrainment and recruitment of razorback sucker. This was because
razorback sucker larvae must first be transported to the flood plain wetland, be entrained or swim
into it after access is possible, and then occupy it for some useful duration. In other words, a
flood plain wetland must be accessible to larvae and provide overwintering habitat, regardless of
size, in order for it to be useful and the largest wetlands are not always the most accessible.

Entrainment capacity and efficiency of single-breach and flow-through flood plain
wetlands varied dramatically and was generally positively related to flow volume in the river in
any given year. In spite of fewer numbers and smaller total size, the mean annual total amount
of water entrained into flow-through wetlands exceeded that of all single-breach wetlands by a
margin of about 7 to 1. The large difference in entrainment volumes for Thunder Ranch

compared to Stewart Lake was also surprising, given their comparable and large sizes. Higher

78



Thunder Ranch inflows were partly a function of the relatively large size of the wetland (134 ha)
as well as the presence of multiple breaches. Stewart Lake had a larger maximum size (231 ha)
than Thunder Ranch, and connected at a much lower level, but had only a single breach. It was
also possible that inflows predicted for Stewart Lake were affected by gate structures and that if
gates had been operated differently (e.g., perhaps opened fully?), higher inflows may have been
achieved. This was postulated because Above Brennan, which had a higher inundation level and
was less than 1/10 the size (20 ha) of Stewart Lake, had similar total simulated inflows over the
1992 to 2009 period of record. Bonanza Bridge simulated inflows were lowest among the flow-
through wetlands and the total flow through declined from 2005 to 2006. This was because
Green River flow level for breach inundation, due to sedimentation, increased from 394 m®/sec
to 434 m®/sec (Hedrick et al. 2009), the only location where this was measured.

Our calculations supported the intuitive view that entrainment volumes for flow-through
wetlands should increase as Green River flow volume increased. The key was the exponential
nature of most breach inflow-river flow relationships, because for every unit increase in river
flow, breach inflow increased at a greater rate. There was of course, an upper limit to the
relationships portrayed. That occurred either when the breach inflow-river flow relationships
that we described were exceeded by flows used in calculations, or when very high flows
overtopped all levees and water filled the flood plain from multiple sources other than
constructed breaches, a condition not observed recently.

Similar to flow-through wetlands, entrainment capacity and functioning of single-breach
flood plain wetlands varied broadly and was mostly related to Green River flow rate. However,
in spite of being more numerous, and having a much greater surface area, single breach wetlands

entrained a much smaller proportion of water than did flow-through wetlands. This was due to
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the water entrainment process, because single-breach wetlands entrained water only when stage
elevation in the river exceeded that in the wetland (i.e., river stage was increasing). When flows
and river stage were declining, single breach wetlands were draining even though they were
connected to the river Because single-breach wetlands filled only when Green River flows were
increasing, and because we assumed complete transfer of water from the river into the wetland
(or vice versa when the wetland is draining) even for flow stage increases that were as short in
duration as one hour, the amounts of entrained water may be overstated. Although we do not
know if the correct transfer time is 1 hour, it was easy to imagine that the process was complex,
and may minimally include the stage increase and rate of change in stage height, the duration of
the change, the structural complexity (e.g., # dikes), number of breaches and their width (s), and
size of the wetland.

The method used to estimate stage changes, tracking short-term fluctuations in stage as
flows changed through the day, resulted in a much greater total change in river stage over the
season than if stage change had been simply calculated as the difference between maximum
stage height for the flow season and stage height when breaches become inundated. Those
changes likely varied by year, based on the number of flow fluctuations that occurred on a daily
and a more seasonal basis. For example, the late-season increase in flow that occurred in mid-
June 2008 (Fig. 28) while flood plain wetlands were still connected to the river added a
considerable amount of water back into flood plain wetlands.

Similar to flow-through wetlands, highest simulated entrainment flow volumes for all
single-breach flood plain wetlands were in 1997, the highest flow year in the study period. Also,
the relationship between spring runoff volume (mean daily flow from 1 May to 30 June) and the

sum of the simulated entrainment volumes for all single breach wetlands across the study period

80



was positive and high. Compared to flow-through wetlands, there were many more years when
spring flows failed to inundate single-breach wetlands, primarily because of higher breach
inundation levels.

Higher inundation levels for single-breach wetlands may not necessarily be a negative
effect on entrainment, if larvae are present at the breach mouth when wetlands are first flooded.
For many single-breach wetlands, the initial filling event may represent a substantial volume of
water entrainment relative to the total volume entrained in a year. This is true because wetland
volumes decline after connections with the river cease beginning in early summer and the refill,
sometimes substantially again when connected to the river in spring. We did not consider those
initial filling volumes in entrainment totals of any flood plain wetlands, and instead considered
that the base water level, onto which additional post-breach inundation flows would add.
However, if the timing of initial breach inundation was coincident with presence of larvae, then
the entrainment volumes with larvae would be greatly enhanced, as would the benefit of single-
breach wetlands.

High inundation levels in consecutive years would also assist with connecting all wetland
types to the river and allow for escapement of razorback suckers that reared in the wetland in the
previous year(s). Such connections are important because they potentially complete the
recruitment cycle for razorback suckers from larvae to adult life stage.

The efficiency of flow through and single breach flood plain wetlands to entrain water
varied by flow year and was often related to timing of both flow releases and timing of presence
of razorback sucker larvae. However, flows were always entrained into flood plain wetlands
before razorback sucker larvae were available, which meant entrainment efficiency was always <

100%, and on average, substantially so, at just 33% for flow-through wetlands, and 22% for
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single-breach wetlands. This was true even in the highest flow volume years. Thus, the main
obstacle for realizing higher entrainment efficiency of razorback sucker larvae into flood plain
wetlands was one of timing of availability of flows (habitat) relative to availability of larvae.
Improving the level of overlap of timing of flows and availability of larvae should be a main
focus of future management efforts.

The degree of precision needed to match timing of fish presence and flows was high and
is illustrated by data gathered in 1993, a relatively high flow year. In that year, moving the date
of presence of larvae 7 days earlier in 1993, increased the total amount of simulated flow
entrained when razorback sucker larvae were available from 58% to 88%. There was also no
doubt some error in the detection of larvae by light trapping early in the season that negatively
influenced the amount of flow entrainment that occurred when larvae were present. However,
marked larvae from relatively small release batches were detected within a day or two of release
and well downstream of release locations, which suggested that light trapping to detect even
relatively small batches of razorback sucker larvae in the river was effective. Further, based on
hatching date distributions of larvae captured in light traps, and the mean time of captures, larvae
were typically not most abundant early in the year, which decreased the importance of detection
of the very first larvae available.

Flow simulations conducted to understand tradeoffs of total entrainment volume into the
flow-through as well as single-breach flood plain wetlands as a function of more days of lesser
flow and fewer days of greater flow showed that entrainment volumes increased at a faster rate
as river flow increased. Thus, relatively lower river flows for longer durations would produce
lower entrainment volumes and a higher volume shorter duration scenario, given an equal

amount of water released. These scenarios make no assumptions about presence or density of
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razorback sucker larvae when flows were entrained; actual quantities of larvae entrained would
depend on their presence and abundance and places a premium on correct timing. Similar to
flow entrainment scenarios described above, these relationships become invalid when Green
River flows either exceed the flows for which the inflow relationships were calculated, or when
river flow was high enough to inundate wetlands from other, overbank sources. However, our
expectation for flows that exceeded those used in our estimation procedure would be that
entrainment flows would continue to rise faster than river flows.

Operations of Flaming Gorge Dam.—The goal of Flaming Gorge Dam spring releases
was to enhance the Yampa River flow, by releasing water at the peak, or just post-peak. This
was historically accomplished by predicting when the Yampa River snowmelt would peak, a
forecast based on snowpack monitors, prevailing weather patterns, and predictions from national
forecasting centers, and then releasing water based on that information. The main important
piece of information from this analysis was that Flaming Gorge Dam releases, based on forecasts
for Yampa River peaks, often began before the actual peak and presence of razorback sucker
larvae in the Green River and may suggest a need for a different flow release trigger, perhaps one
based on biological information.

A higher level of overlap between releases and presence of larvae is a critical need to
enhance recruitment of razorback suckers. Better timing would increase overlap of larvae and
flood plain wetland availability and reduce the incidence of years when numbers of larvae were
high but overlap was low (e.g., 2008-2010). If we assume that annual spring releases from
Flaming Gorge Dam involve a finite volume of water, then those early releases would not be
expected to perform their main function of creating connections between the Green River and

flood plain wetlands at a time when razorback sucker larvae were available. Wick (1997) also
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supported the notion of later releases from Flaming Gorge Dam. He postulated that later flows
would help remove sediment from spawning areas when embryos were developing and would
increase reproductive success.

There may be some merit to earlier connections, if such flows stimulate production of
food resources for early life stages of fish, but presumably some of that is already happening
because most wetlands remained wet before spring flooding begins. Thus, it seems evident that
better forecasting is needed, or a different trigger for flow releases should be used. The one
trigger that we have used most in this report was presence of razorback sucker larvae in light trap
samples, a real-time cue that is expected to be available into the future.

We realize there were and are certain constraints on managers when constructing flow
release schedules. One was the limitation of forecasting accuracy, which can change quickly due
to changes in weather patterns or snowpack conditions. It would be useful to actually estimate
accuracy of various forecasting tools at intervals prior to peak runoff and determine if certain
methods or techniques were more useful than others. Another limitation was likely the need
managers have to meet the commitments of flow recommendations, and, because of the need to
not miss Yampa River peak flows, early flow releases enabled that scenario. Compliance with
this commitment should be relaxed to some extent so that managers instead feel the burden is to
match Flaming Gorge spring releases with presence of larvae, rather than just with the peak
flows of the Yampa River. This commitment would be more easily accomplished if a different
trigger were used to release Flaming Gorge Dam flows. If a biological indicator such as
presence of larvae does not allow sufficient lead-time for scheduling spring releases, perhaps we

should then develop other predictors for presence of larvae that were based on water
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temperatures or other easily measured environmental variables, which may produce fewer
instances of early-release bias and more biologically beneficial flows.

Flaming Gorge Dam release scenarios for flood plain wetland connectivity.—The wide
variety of flow scenarios simulated, including flat flows from Flaming Gorge Dam, represented a
spectrum of historical and potential flow regimes and their outcomes relative to flood plain
wetland inundation. The performance of various scenarios, as measured by the number of days
that flood plain wetland breaches were able to entrain water at the various flow levels, improved
through the progression of scenarios 1 through 6. Flow performance increased substantially
between scenarios 1 (flat flows) and 2 (flow recommendations present at that time), especially at
the lower inundation levels. The difference in release performance between Scenario 1 and 2
could be viewed as a general measure of the differences in flow regimes after dam closure and
normal operations began (1967-1991) compared to implementation of the first set of flow
recommendations beginning in 1992. Exceptions of course, would be high flow years such as
1983, 1984, and 1986, when flow releases from Flaming Gorge Dam were made because of very
high runoff in spring due to high snowpack.

The expectation of a higher number of wetland inundation days in Scenario 3 than in
Scenario 2 was not met primarily because Flaming Gorge Dam releases were insufficient to
support declining flow levels of the Yampa River in the post-peak period (also the period when
razorback suckers were available) and maintain flood plain connection and inundation. Thus,
use of first presence of razorback sucker larvae as a flow release trigger rather than a forecasted
Yampa River peak, while beneficial, was offset by insufficient water volumes to maintain flood
plain wetland connections. The lack of performance difference among scenarios 3 and 4 (release

volume similar to Scenario 3 but higher and for a shorter duration) demonstrated the nearly-
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equivalent tradeoff between longer duration, lower magnitude releases, and higher magnitude,
shorter-term releases; entrainment volumes into flow-through wetlands would be higher at higher
flows (page 80). The apparently large increase in performance for Scenario 4 in 1995 at the
lowest flood plain inundation level was due mostly to the higher magnitude release that better-
supported declining Yampa River flows, and particularly, because most of the effect of the
unusual decline in Flaming Gorge flows when razorback sucker larvae were available, was
removed. These simulations were average representations of performance and in some cases,
one or the other scenario performed substantially better in some hydrologic settings. The
challenge of implementing various scenarios under certain flow conditions would again, in part,
be challenged by forecasting uncertainty.

Only in scenarios 5 and 6 did flow release performance, measured in the form of days of
flood plain wetland inundation in the middle Green River, increase substantively, but again,
usually only for the two lower breach inundation flow levels of 368 and 396 m*/sec. Scenario 5
flows, which essentially doubled the duration of those in Scenario 4, had a higher mean flow
magnitude than present-day Scenario 2 releases. However, those levels were insufficient to
provide flows needed to increase flood plain wetland inundation at the 527 m*/sec level.
Scenario 6 flows, which retained the duration of flows used in Scenario 5, but in wetter years
(1993, 1995-1999, 2003, and 2005-2009 exclusive of 2007) increased maximum release levels to
244 m®/sec for up to a maximum of 30 days, increased the mean number of days of flood plain
wetland inundation to about the mean number of days realized under the unregulated scenario,
except for the higher flow level (527 m*/sec). Flow releases < 244 m*/sec were insufficient in

most years to provide flows needed for inundation of flood plain wetlands at the Green River
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flow level of 527 m*/sec, the average hydrologic condition for flow recommendations in the
middle Green River.

Release volumes estimated under scenarios 2-6 give managers some notion of what
historically occurred and what expectations may be for flow modifications, should any be
considered. A clear conclusion from this analysis was that environmental conditions in the
middle Green River remain dissimilar to that evident under unregulated conditions when
razorback suckers presumably thrived. Relatively higher flows present in the 1990’s (1993,
1995, 1997, 1999) promoted some recruitment of razorback suckers in flood plain wetlands in
the middle Green River (e.g., 1995 and 1996: Modde 1996; Modde et al. 2001), in spite of
evidence to suggest that abundance of adults was low and declining (Bestgen et al. 2002). Thus,
increased reproduction evidenced in recent years, combined with enhanced flow management to
provide flood plain wetland access, should promote increased recruitment of razorback suckers
in the middle Green River. Spring 1999 provided a good example of how releases from Flaming
Gorge Dam could be better used to accomplish the goal of flow recommendations, and that was
accomplished with flow magnitudes higher than those used in Scenario 6. However, abundance
of larvae in 1999 was very low and recruitment was unlikely. High flows that reconnect the river
and flood plain will always be useful to allow rearing fish in wetlands to colonize the river, e.g.,
1998 year class fish return to the river in summer 1999. Only with a more sophisticated flow
release timing trigger, and increased flow magnitude and duration of releases from Flaming
Gorge Dam, can substantial improvements in flood plain wetland inundation, and razorback
sucker recruitment, be expected.

Creating the unregulated flow scenarios suggested once more, the multi-peak nature of

Green River flows in the pre-impoundment era (e.g., Figures 5, 6 and 8), where the Green River
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sometimes peaked 2-3 weeks after the Yampa River to provide a larger and more sustained flow
at Jensen, Utah. This spatial pattern of runoff has implications for how the unregulated system
worked and was the likely reason that the unregulated hydrograph provided the most days of
inundation of flood plain wetlands. This was particularly evident in the number of inundation
days in the higher flow scenario, which were few in our simulated flow regimes. Also evident
from the few years of flow data in the pre-regulation period 1951-1962 were very large peaks in
spring and early summer, which have been few since 1992.

In some years, little or no flow was entrained into any flood plain wetlands, even though
releases were made from Flaming Gorge Dam. Those flows serve other purposes under the flow
recommendations, including channel maintenance and sediment transport processes. Relatively
low connecting flows may also provide access to the river for fish that have reared in the wetland
from previous years. But from a perspective of flood plain entrainment of razorback sucker
larvae, that water volume could, perhaps, be used more effectively in other years, when the
positive benefits of additional releases may be more substantive. The concept of water banking
was discussed when flow and temperature recommendations for Flaming Gorge Dam were
formulated (Muth et al. 2000), and perhaps the potential for that should be discussed again.

Lack of a correlation between % flow entrainment (a measure of fish entrainment) when
razorback sucker larvae were available and volume of spring flow, for either flow-through or
single-breach wetlands, was not expected. Granted, higher flow volumes were entrained in
higher flow volume years, but it appears that the percentage of water entrained will not increase
until high flows are more concurrent with presence of razorback sucker larvae. A portion of this

lack of overlap may also be caused by environmental conditions, because higher flow years are
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usually correlated with cooler water, which delays spawning and timing of presence of razorback
sucker larvae until later in the year.

The volumes of water that pass into flood plain wetlands when razorback sucker larvae
were available in an average or even a high flow year (about 2% in 2008) were surprisingly low.
One means to increase the water and larvae entrainment into flood plain wetlands is to alter
timing of high flows in the Green River to when larvae are present. Another means to enhance
the number of larvae entrained into flood plain wetlands could be attained by targeting flows and
entrainment when larvae were most abundant (not just present). This would certainly add
another layer of complexity to management of flow releases, and because peak abundance of
larvae typically occurs several weeks after their first appearance and the Yampa River spring
peak, flow releases would need to be quite high in order to maintain flood plain wetland
connections.

Flow simulations conducted to understand tradeoffs of total entrainment volume into the
four flow through flood plain wetlands as a function of more days of lesser flow and fewer days
of greater flow showed that the latter, higher flow scenario, entrained substantially more water.
At the lowest flow level of 368.3 m*/sec over a 15 day period, flow through wetlands entrained
only about 40% of the water that the same wetlands did in 3.3 days at the highest flow level of
623.2 m¥sec. Thunder Ranch wetland entrainment dominated the total flow entrainment
relationship, but all flow-through wetlands increased in flow volume entrained as Green River
flows increased, except for Stewart Lake. Stewart Lake declined slightly as flows increased until
the highest level simulated flow of 623.2 m*®/sec was reached, when flow entrainment increased

slightly, a pattern that may be due to how the inflow gate was operated. We did not simulate
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higher flow levels because we did not want to exceed the flow levels upon which the
relationships of flow entrainment as a function of Green River flow were based.

A corollary concept to targeting entrainment when larvae were most abundant may be
attainable for wetlands that have mechanical gates. Such wetlands may include Stewart Lake
and Old Charley Wash, which have relatively low inundation levels during spring runoff, and in
the case of Stewart Lake, typically fill well before presence of first razorback sucker larvae. If
those wetlands were filled only after light trapping information suggested razorback sucker
larvae were most abundant, then entrainment of larvae may be greatly enhanced. This is
especially true because those wetlands were large and capable of entraining substantial Green
River flow volumes. For example, if the 231 ha surface area Stewart Lake was filled with 1 m of
water at a time when razorback sucker larvae were as abundant as they were during drift net
sampling on 28 May 2004 (0.054 wild larvae/m?), nearly 125,000 larvae would be entrained (231
ha * 10,000 m%*ha * 1 m depth * 0.054 larvae/m® = 124,700 larvae) during the filling process
alone; number of larvae entrained would be higher if the system was operated as a flow through
wetland (e.g., keep outlet gate open longer) for longer time durations. We understand that
managers of wetlands such as Stewart Lake may have other management responsibilities,
including selenium remediation that may require maximizing wetland elevation when flows are
highest (and when abundance of larvae may be low), but these options may be worth exploring.

A question that should be asked, but is one that we cannot answer, is what level of
entrainment of larvae is enough and into how many flood plain wetlands? Certainly increased
numbers of adults that produce larger numbers of larvae would certainly enhance entrainment
rates into flood plain wetlands, but what level is sufficient to finally produce enough recruits to

sustain the population is uncertain. We suggest development of a small population dynamics
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model to explore success of various scenarios to provide recruit-sized razorback suckers. Some
data is already in place, and a model would be useful to explore consequences of flow timing,
timing of razorback sucker reproduction, and the implementation of various flow scenarios (or
others) to enhance recovery of razorback suckers. One piece of information that is lacking is a
realistic representation of density of larvae available for entrainment during the reproductive
season, but we are working on that issue using 2004 drift net sampling data.

Another question to consider is what type(s) of flood plain wetlands should be
emphasized for recruitment of razorback suckers. Means to maximize entrainment of razorback
sucker larvae, a primary focus of this report, is for naught if larvae grow and survive but do not
recruit to the river. One important component of an ideal flood plain not mentioned in The
Levee Removal Program evaluation is the need for razorback suckers to over-winter (Birchell et
al. 2002). This is important because young-of-year razorback sucker in a flood plain wetland in
spring would theoretically not be ready or even able to move into the river in autumn because
there is no connection with the river. This life cycle places high importance on connecting flows
with wetlands in consecutive years to allow escapement of flood-plain-bound fish back to the
river.

We have good evidence to suggest that entrainment rates were highest in flow-through
wetlands such as Thunder Ranch. However, the capacity of flow-through wetlands, including
Thunder Ranch, to overwinter fish may be suspect. For example, in 2006 nearly 600,000
razorback sucker larvae were released just upstream of the Thunder Ranch wetland breaches, and
we know that large numbers, perhaps most, were entrained. However, inspection of the Thunder
Ranch wetland in autumn 2006 did not reveal presence of razorback suckers (Hedrick et al.

2009). Further, the topography of the Thunder Ranch wetland is such that few deep spots (> 1
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m) were present at base flow levels (Tetra Tech 2005), and those may be insufficient to
overwinter fish, particularly when ice and snow cover (affects oxygen production and winterkill)
are heavy. Water depth concerns in flow-through wetlands may be exacerbated by relatively low
elevations of outlet breaches, which will ultimately control the depth of water retained in those
wetlands. Management actions to enhance overwinter survival in flow-through wetlands, such as
installation of an outlet control structure, should be evaluated.

Remaining flow-through sites (Stewart Lake, Bonanza Bridge, and Above Brennan) may
also have issues that reduce their utility. Therefore, while flow-through sites will entrain more
razorback sucker larvae, if the flood plain cannot sustain those fish over-winter, the flood plain
wetland will not contribute to recovery of the species. Depth of ice over the Stirrup flood plain
wetland was about 0.28 meters in both 2006 and 2007 (deepest point in the Stirrup was 0.76 m in
2006 and 1.2 m in 2007), and suggested that shallow flood plain wetlands may freeze to the
bottom. Single breach wetlands entrain less water and fewer particles, but several (Stirrup,
Leota) are deep enough to successfully overwinter fish. This suggested that certain trade-offs or
combinations of strategies may be necessary to achieve recovery of razorback sucker through use
of flood plain wetlands with different breach configurations.

Single-breach wetlands offer a different set of constraints and advantages. First and
foremost, entrainment rates of water, and presumably larvae, into those wetlands may be very
low. However, substantial numbers of razorback sucker larvae may colonize flood plain
wetlands if they are simply placed in the vicinity of single-breach wetlands and are allowed to
swim into wetland breaches and the main body of the wetland. This was evidenced in spring
2009 when larvae were captured in light traps more than 100 m from the river at the warm and

most upstream end of the inlets to wetlands on Ouray National Wildlife Refuge (pers. obs., G. B.
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Haines). Colonization of wetland breaches may also ultimately result in being swept into the
wetland when flows rise. Colonization of terrace-type wetlands may also occur in a similar
manner, if larvae congregate and maintain nearshore and such wetlands may offer benefits, even
though the availability of habitat is temporary. A certainty is that flooded areas of any type are
of little consequence when no razorback sucker larvae are available to use them.

Wetland sedimentation issues.— Filling of wetlands with sediment in the flood plain is a
natural process of the riverine ecosystem; the question to consider is whether managed Green
River wetlands are filling at rates that are unacceptable. A negative aspect of flow-through
wetlands is that all suspended particles, including sediment and fish larvae, are entrained with
river water (Heitmeyer and Fredrickson 2005). Therefore, over time, breaches as well as the
associated wetland will fill and ultimately, these types of wetlands will not be sustainable
without active management such as dredging. For example, the natural levee at Bonanza Bridge
was originally breached at a river stage of 368 m®sec. Entrainment studies in 2006 showed that
connection now occurs at a higher river stage (minimal connection at 434 m®/sec), likely because
of sand moving as bedload and subsequent deposition, which increases breach height. From the
high amount of scouring of sediment observed in Breach 2 in 2006, it is not difficult to
hypothesize the pattern: entrainment of flows and sediment, deposition of sediment as flows
recede, and scouring of breach sediment occurring the following year that would then move into
the flood plain itself as bedload. This does not consider the suspended sediment that occurs in
relatively high concentrations as water is entrained into wetlands through breaches. Even single
downstream breaches have been shown to accumulate sediment over time (Birchell et al. 2002;

LaGory et al. 2003).
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Managers at Ouray National Wildlife Refuge considered wetland sedimentation a serious
enough issue that they will no longer allow wetlands to fill in a flow-through fashion. Instead,
flood plain wetlands will backfill via a downstream breach(es) as they naturally do, albeit aided
in some situations by reduced heights of levee breaches (Heitmeyer and Fredrickson, 2005).
Those practices should reduce sedimentation in flood plain wetlands by reducing volume of
sediment-laden water (but also larvae) entering wetlands and because much sediment deposition
may occur outside of the wetland.

There are perhaps additional data that could be brought to bear on the issue of
sedimentation rates in flow-through as well as single-breach wetlands issue. Suspended
sediment data are available for the Green River during flood flows. Assuming that the amount of
sediment in water is known, and that the volume of water moving through the wetland is also
known, it may be reasonable to predict in a gross fashion, how much suspended sediment might
be deposited in a relatively low-velocity environment such as a flood plain wetland. This is
doubtless a dynamic process dependent upon the timing of high flows and entrainment (early and
ascending flows have higher sediment concentrations than post-peak flows), the velocity
distribution of flows across the flood plain wetland, export rates of suspended particles,
structural complexity of the flood plain wetland, and doubtless many other factors. Flood plain
wetland type also may also play a large role because flow-through types entrained so much more
water volume and sediment than single-breach wetlands. However, it is likely that all sediment
transported into single-breach wetlands is deposited, because of relatively low current velocities.
However, since few data exist to model such processes, we do not address this further in this
report and instead chose to focus on issues where more data were available to address the

problem.
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Retention of larvae in flood plain wetlands.—We also present the issue of retention of
larvae in flood plain wetlands as an item in Discussion, because we have little or no empirical
data to address this issue. It is possible that larvae, once entrained into a flow-through wetland,
could be transported through it and back to the river, thereby resulting in reduced net entrainment
rates. No data were available to estimate export rates because no sampling of outflows of flow-
through wetlands was conducted. Thus, we cannot directly estimate exit rates of beads or larvae.
However, we think loss of larvae to the flood plain outflow following entrainment is low because
flood plain wetlands likely act as a filter and depositional area for particles (flood plain is by
definition a depositional environment), including beads and larvae (Hedrick et al. 2009). This is
because breach sites are long distances from outflows, and the intervening area, the main body of
the wetland, is typically large, structurally complex with vegetation and other velocity breaks,
and has very low current velocity. In the main wetland area, fish larvae are likely capable of
finding low velocity refuges and are able to remain there even during higher flows, because the
wetland area and low velocity channel margin and benthic areas also expand. Velocity chamber
swimming experiments have shown that razorback sucker larvae the size of individuals that are
typically available for entrainment into flood plain wetlands (9-12 mm TL) are capable of
swimming up to 15 cm/sec for 5-15 sec, and are capable and persistent swimmers at lower water
velocities as well (unpublished data, KRB). Current velocity is increased in the immediate
vicinity of the outflow, but those areas are small and are unlikely to harbor an important
percentage of entrained larvae. Even if small numbers of larvae are transported through the
wetland, flow-through wetlands still offer the greatest opportunity for entrainment, retention, and

survival of razorback sucker larvae under the flow conditions we tested.
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We have discussed in detail, the functioning of different types of flood plain wetlands
and their interactions with flow and the reproductive ecology of razorback sucker, with the
assumption that maximizing entrainment of flows and fish into wetlands is beneficial to the
species. This is, of course, the basic premise upon which the flood plain management plan and
activities surrounding it are based. And certainly there is evidence that some of the basic
underpinnings of the program have some support. Some of this is intuitive and based on studies
of factors that we know promote fast growth and higher survival of early life stages of razorback
sucker (Bestgen 2008). Other evidence comes from documenting survival of razorback suckers
in flood plain wetlands on some occasions (Modde 1996; Modde et al. 2001). The abundance of
those fish documented on those occasions, and whether those are substantive recruitment events
that could sustain a species or were merely anomalies that happened to be detected and that have
distracted attention from other issues, is unknown.

The basis for flood plain management and the advantages and drawbacks regarding
certain wetland types was discussed in Hedrick et al. (2009) and some of that bears repeating or
expansion here. A large amount of resources has been invested into flood plain management,
from a standpoint of easements, research expenditures, and flow management activities and
monitoring, all of which may benefit only a small portion of fish available in a small portion of
years. A natural question is whether flood plain management activities as they are presently
conducted, have the potential to work sufficiently well to promote recruitment of razorback
sucker and recovery of the species. To date, substantive evidence of natural recruitment
emanating from any source is not available. Because the little evidence for natural recruitment
that does exist comes from flood plain wetlands, this management approach seems like the most

logical course of action.

96



Some perspective is needed to understand flow volumes entrained into flow-through and
single-breach flood plain wetlands relative to the total flow volume that passed through the
middle Green River during the spring runoff period. In the period 1992-2009, the average
amount of water that was entrained into all hypothetical flow-through wetlands when razorback
sucker larvae were present was equal to about 3.9 hr per year of Green River flow at 527 m®/sec.
Recall that recommendations for Flaming Gorge Dam, call for Green River flows in 1 of 2 years
in the average hydrologic condition to exceed 527 m*/sec for up to two weeks, and flow
recommendations are much higher in wetter hydrologic scenarios. In the highest entrainment
year (1993), the hypothetical amount of water flowing into all flow-through wetlands when
razorback sucker larvae were present was equal to about 13.1 hr of Green River flow at 527
m?®/sec in the entire season. In 1993, the various flow-through flood plain wetlands as they
presently operate were hypothetically connected to the river from 22 to 31 days, and during that
time at average Green River flows, those wetlands entrained only 2.4% of total river flows. It
should be recognized that 1993 was quite exceptional; it accounted for nearly 20% of
entrainment flows in flow-through wetlands after razorback suckers were present in the entire
1992-2009 period so flows in other years were substantially lower. In single-breach wetlands,
the hypothetical amount of water entrained relative to Green River flows was much lower; the
average and highest (1993 again) amounts of flow entrained represented 32 min and 2.7 hr of
Green River flow at 527 m®/sec, respectively.

The relatively small water volumes entrained in either type of wetland in most years
places a premium on maximizing water entrainment, and more importantly, entraining the most
water when the most razorback sucker larvae are available. Those relatively low entrainment

rates may also be the most important reason that management efforts conducted to date have not
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enhanced recruitment of razorback suckers. Only recently has abundance of larvae produced by
adult fish in the Green River increased to a substantial level, and in most of those years the
duration of connection between river and the flood plain were short or non-existent. This
suggests a continued need to maintain and enhance populations of adult razorback suckers in the
Green River to produce large cohorts of larvae. Perhaps recruitment events, which require
timing of larvae availability with that of habitat, are simply dependent on a return to wetter
hydrology. Enhancement of such by well-timed flow releases would certainly enhance the
recovery process.

Another main obstacle to increasing recruitment of razorback suckers, particularly in
flood plain wetlands, is presence of non-native fishes. Presence of established communities of
fishes almost certainly limits survival of early life history stages of razorback sucker larvae, and
likely in a density independent manner. This is true because regardless of how many razorback
sucker larvae are available, it seems likely that recruitment will be negligible in the face of
established and abundant communities of introduced fishes. Entrainment of razorback sucker
larvae into fishless areas offers more optimism, and is the premise of the flood plain reset
process, whereby it was recognized that severe reduction or elimination of existing fish
communities was needed for recruitment of razorback suckers to occur (Birchell and
Christopherson 2004; Christopherson et al. 2004; Brunson and Christopherson 2005; Modde and
Haines 2005). Recruitment may even be possible when razorback sucker larvae and non-native
fishes simultaneously colonized flood plain wetlands. The challenge is to simultaneously make
habitat available that is recruitment-friendly at a time when razorback sucker larvae are available
in sufficient quantities to effect substantial recruitment and ultimately, recovery of the species in

the middle Green River.
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CONCLUSIONS

Razorback suckers reproduced every year in the middle Green River from 1992-2009 and
in the lower Green River from 1993-1999, and 2008-2009, the only years sampling
occurred there.

Abundance of razorback sucker larvae declined in the middle Green River from 1993-
1994, until 1999, concurrent with decline in abundance of wild adult razorback suckers.
Abundance of razorback sucker larvae increased in the middle Green River perhaps
beginning around 2000, and certainly after 2004, coincident with establishment of larger
populations of stocked razorback suckers, indicating successful acclimation and
reestablishment of some adults.

Timing of spawning, hatching, and emergence of razorback suckers in the lower and
middle Green River was dependent mostly on exceeding reasonably consistent thresholds
of water temperature (Mean and range of mean daily water temperature at: mean spawning
date was 11.3°C (range 8-14°C), at mean hatching date was 14.3°C (12-16°C), at mean date
of first appearance of larvae was at 15°C (13-16°C), and mean capture date was 16°C (14-
19°C).

Otolith analysis was essential to deriving accurate estimates of spawning, hatching, and
emergence times for razorback sucker larvae in the lower and middle Green River
reaches, because ages and growth rates of larvae were variable among years and reaches.
Timing of first occurrence of razorback sucker larvae captured in light traps in the middle
Green River was at or typically after peak flows had passed; peak abundance of larvae

was well after flows declined.
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Timing of first occurrence of razorback sucker larvae captured in light traps in the lower
Green River was typically before peak flows because warmer water temperatures there
promoted earlier reproduction.

Recaptures rates of marked razorback sucker larvae released in 2004-2005 were very
similar for all four releases and over a range of flow rates; recaptures in 2006 were much
lower and may have been an artifact of entrainment of most larvae into Thunder Ranch
wetland.

Recaptures of marked larvae soon after release indicated rapid downstream dispersal.
Recapture of marked razorback sucker larvae soon after release, at varying distances
downstream from release sites, indicated ability of larvae to rapidly colonize quiet,
nearshore areas adjacent to flood plain wetlands.

Recapture of marked larvae from all three releases in 2005 in the same light trap samples,
releases made as many as 11 days apart and 98 km upstream of capture sites, indicated
persistence at sites.

Most marked razorback sucker larvae were recaptured in downstream reaches far
removed from spawning areas, in contrast to hypotheses that suggested an exponential
decline of survival and availability of larvae for entrainment into flood plain wetlands
downstream of spawning areas.

Distribution of marked larvae was uneven over releases made at different flow levels;
presence of flood plain wetlands over a wide area downstream of spawning areas is
important to provide a mosaic of habitat under different flow conditions.

Growth rates and time of persistence of recaptured marked larvae in 2005 differed among

releases and were higher for those released during lower flows.
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Surface area of flood plain wetlands increased as flow levels in the middle Green River
increased when thresholds of inundation for breaches were reached.

Post-breach inundation, higher Green River flows resulted in greater areas of flood plain
wetland availability and greater entrainment rates.

Flow-through flood plain wetlands achieved breach inundation at lower flows than most
single-breach flood plain wetlands because breaches were at lower elevations.
Entrainment rates of water (assumed proportional to entrainment rates of razorback
sucker larvae) for four flow-through wetlands increased exponentially at higher Green
River flows; more water was entrained per unit increase of the Green River at higher
flows than at lower flows, given inundation had occurred.

Entrainment rates of flow-through wetlands in the middle Green River collectively were
approximately seven times that of single-breach wetlands because water was entrained
whenever breaches were inundated.

Entrainment rates of water (assumed proportional to entrainment rates of razorback
sucker larvae) for single-breach wetlands increased at higher Green River flows; the
nature of the entrainment rate-flow relationship was uncertain (proportional or increasing
as flows increased?) but short-term (e.g., daily snowmelt fluctuations) fluctuations were
substantial and responsible for a large proportion of total flow entrainment.

Annual entrainment rates of single-breach wetlands were approximately 12% of that for
flow-through wetlands, in spite of much greater surface area and number, because
inflows were static or declining unless Green River flows were increasing.

Some flow-through and single-breach flood plain wetlands may be incapable of

supporting longer-term survival of entrained razorback suckers because of low

101



overwinter survival or contaminants; those deficiencies need to be remedied if such
wetlands continue to be a central part of the recovery process for razorback suckers.
Sedimentation of breaches via bedload transport can be substantial and increase the level
of Green River flows required for inundation.

Suspended sediment entrainment levels may be substantial and influence long-term
viability of flood plain wetlands, particularly those operated in a flow-through fashion.
A flow release trigger that more consistently matches flows from Flaming Gorge Dam
with those of the Yampa River, as well as with occurrence of razorback sucker larvae, is
needed.

First captures of larvae may be a better trigger to signal release of Flaming Gorge flows.
Duration and volume of flow releases from Flaming Gorge Dam since 1992 may be
inadequate to recover razorback sucker, based on continued absence of significant
recruitment of razorback suckers in that time period, understanding that other significant
factors such as low recent flow volumes from drought and negative effects of non-native
fishes may also play a substantial and often interacting role.

Simulations of flow and entrainment rates showed that even at average Green River flow
levels, the total volume of water entrained into flood plain wetlands as a proportion of
Green River flow, was low.

Simulations of flow and entrainment rates showed that even at average flow levels, the
volume of water entrained into flood plain wetlands when razorback sucker larvae were
present was very low and constituted only a few hours of Green River flow per year in all

wetland types.
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Simulations showed that flat flow levels from Flaming Gorge Dam resulted in the fewest
days of flood plain inundation during the period when razorback sucker larvae were
present and at three different flow levels in the middle Green River 1992-2009, and
unregulated flows resulted in the greatest number.

Simulations showed that flow regimes since 1992 resulted, on average, in only about
50% of the number of days of flood plain inundation at the two lowest flow levels tested
and only 25% of the number of days at the higher flow level tested compared to the
unregulated condition; the highest flow was only the equivalent of the level in the
Average hydrologic condition called for in the Flow Recommendations for Flaming
Gorge Dam.

Simulations showed that flow regimes at the two lowest flow levels tested required
longer duration and especially, higher magnitude, when timed to occur when razorback
sucker larvae were present, to achieve the number of days of flood plain inundation
observed in the unregulated flow condition. Flows at the higher level tested, timed to
occur when razorback sucker larvae were present, were inadequate to achieve the number
of days of flood plain inundation observed in the unregulated flow condition.

Increasing the magnitude and duration of spring flow releases and delaying their onset to
coincide with presence of razorback sucker larvae may be minimally sufficient conditions
to enhance recruitment of razorback suckers in the middle Green River, Utah. Increased
recruitment is required to achieve recovery of the species in the Upper Colorado River

Basin.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Continue to develop information on early life history ecology of razorback sucker in the
Green River Basin, consistent with that being collected under Project 22f. A related
investigation may be to better understand the role of altered spring thermal ecology of the
Green River, induced by Flaming Gorge Dam operations, on timing of spawning,
development of embryos, and emergence of razorback sucker larvae, as well as the
potential effects on spawning of non-native fishes.

Expand sampling in the lower Green River, at least consistent with that which occurred in
2009 and 2010. Additional information on timing of spawning, hatching, and emergence
of larvae using otolith analyses may be appropriate. A better understanding of habitat use
and survival of razorback sucker larvae in the lower Green River may also be useful.
This may be especially important if timing of releases from Flaming Gorge Dam, or flow
magnitude or duration, is altered.

Continue studies which evaluate utility of various flood plain wetlands as recruitment
habitat for early life history stages of razorback sucker. Important aspects include better
understanding of colonization/entrainment rates of larvae into single-breach wetlands,
which could be accomplished experimentally using small batches of marked larvae, in
conjunction with present sampling. Utility of terrace-type wetlands as temporary habitat
for razorback sucker larvae should also be assessed. Breach and wetland monitoring
should also be conducted to ascertain whether sedimentation is a substantial problem.
Continue studies which evaluate utility of various flood plain wetlands as overwinter

habitat for young raz