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RECOVERY PROGRAM Recovery Program Project Number: C-34 
FY 2020-2021 SCOPE OF WORK for: 
Orchard Mesa Canal Automation Project O&M 

 
Reclamation Agreement number: Contract No. 12-WC-40-445 

Reclamation Agreement term: September 27, 2013 through September 27, 2053 
 
 

Lead agency: Orchard Mesa Irrigation District 
Submitted by: Max Schmidt, Manager 

Orchard Mesa Irrigation District 
668 38 Road 
Palisade, CO 81526 

 
Date Last Modified: 6/13/2019 

 
Category: Expected Funding Source: 
X Ongoing project X  Annual funds 
     Ongoing-revised project Capital funds 
     Requested new project Other [explain] 
     Unsolicited proposal 

 
I. Title of Proposal: Orchard Mesa Canal Automation Project O&M 

 
II. Relationship to RIPRAP: Colorado River Action Plan: Mainstem I.A.5.m.(1) Orchard Mesa 

Irrigation District (OMID) Canal Automation 
 

III. Study Background/Rationale and Hypotheses: The Orchard Mesa Irrigation District (District) 
obtains it water supply from the Colorado River. When completed, the canal automation 
system will include 33 canal check structures, 60 acre-foot regulating reservoir, Canal 1 – 
Canal 2 interconnect and SCADA system. The objective of the canal automation system is to 
reduce the volume of water diverted from the Colorado River for irrigation use by more closely 
matching the volume of water diverted with actual irrigation demand. Water no longer diverted 
from the river for irrigation uses will be redirected to the Grand Valley Project Power Plant 
thereby indirectly improving flows for endangered fish in the Colorado River. When complete, 
the estimated volume of water that will be redirected to the Grand Valley Project Power Plant 
and indirectly augment flows in the Colorado River is 17,000 acre-feet annually. Colorado 
State Engineer, Water Division 5 records will be used to determine the volume of reduced 
irrigation diversions pre and post project and annually reported to the Recovery Program. To 
date (June 2019) 33 canal check structures and the regulating reservoir have been completed 
and placed in service. The remaining features will be completed in FY 2020. 

 
IV. Study Goals, Objectives, End Product(s): The specific objective of this scope-of-work is to 

fund the District to operate and maintain the canal automation system in accordance with terms 
and conditions of Contract No. 12-WC-40-445. 

 
V. Study Area: Orchard Mesa Irrigation District 
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VI. Study Methods/Approach: District will operate and maintain facilities using District staff and 
equipment and specialty contractors as appropriate. 

 
VII. Task Description and Schedule: Perform routine operation and maintenance of canal 

automation facilities constructed to date consisting of 33 canal check structures and regulating 
reservoir. Major anticipated activities include: active management of canal flows to more 
closely match irrigation demand using canal automation facilities, debris removal from check 
structures, sediment removal from regulating reservoir, weed control on regulating reservoir 
property. Operation and maintenance activities will take place throughout the FY. 

 
VIII. Deliverables, Due Dates, and Budget by Fiscal Year: Report summarizing expenditures and 

amount of conserved water. 
 

FY 2020 
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FY 2021 

 
 

 
 

  
*FY2022 – 2024 estimated using 3% increase per year 
 

X. Reviewers: Recovery Program Directors Office and Water Acquisition Committee. 
 

XI. References: NA 

IX. Budget Summary:  

FY 2020 $86,000 

FY 2021 $88,000 

FY 2022 $90,640 

FY 2023 $93,360 

FY 2024 $96,160 


